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T h e  U S C  w o m e n ’s 
vol leybal l  team star ts 
season with three wins at 
Big Orange Bash.
See page 9
Columbia restaurants 
offer classic Asian cuisine 
in a variety of styles, at a 
variety of prices that are 
sure to satisfy students.
See page 6
Washington 
needs 
renovation. 
Democracy 
requires 
discussion 
between 
ruler and 
ruled to 
work. 
See page 5
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Gamecocks beat rivals
Take a Sushi Tour
Fear is not an option
Michael 
Lambert
First-year 
comparative 
literature student
Coach Steve Spurrier and 
players react to the arrest 
of defensive lineman Clifton 
Geathers af ter Monday 
night’s practice.
Post Practice Interviews
Online @
Mix
www.DailyGamecock.com
Joann Loveless entered 
the Capstone Conference 
Center Saturday night to the 
enthusiastic applause of a 
crowd fi lled with royal blue 
and gold, the colors of Sigma 
Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. 
Loveless, a USC alumna , 
joined the sorority in 1977 
and revisited the university 
this weekend to receive the 
fi rst Margaret A. Thornton 
Humanitarian Award. 
“M rs.  Loveless  i s  t he 
epitome of Sigma Gamma 
Rho,” said Gwendolyn Davis 
Kennedy, the advisor of the 
Zeta Theta chapter at USC. 
“Whatever there is to do, 
she’ll do it.”
Now living in Pittsburgh, 
L o v e l e s s  i s  t h e  2 2 n d 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r a n d 
Basileus, or president, of 
Sigma Gamma Rho. She was 
commended by her sisters for 
her continued involvement 
in the sorority and service to 
the community.
“This young lady kept 
working,” said Catherine 
Thomas, the former director 
for the Southeast region of 
Sigma Gamma Rho who 
presented Loveless with the 
award. “She did not forget 
Sigma Gamma Rho.”
T h i s  de d ic a t io n  w a s 
evident in Loveless’ remarks 
upon receiving the award, 
for she spoke highly of her 
experiences with the sorority 
and gave credit to Thornton 
and other sisters for shaping 
the person she became.
“If it wasn’t for the effort 
of women, angels, in my life 
from Sigma Gamma Rho 
… there’s no way I would be 
able to stand here today as 
the 22nd Grand Basileus,” 
said Loveless.
The ceremony, led by 
the Zeta Theta chapter’s 
president, Kimberly Young, 
was just  as  much about 
honor i n g  M a rg a re t  A . 
Thornton as it was about 
presenting the award.
“She wil l always be in 
our hearts, so I’m delighted 
that we’re remembering 
her,  g iv ing an award in 
her honor,” Young said of 
Thornton, who passed away 
on May 21, 2009 at the age 
of 93.
While she is remembered 
for her extensive community 
s e r v i c e  a n d  l i f e l o n g 
c om m it ment  t o  S ig m a 
Gamma R ho, Thornton 
was also a teacher and piano 
i n s t r uc tor.  A long w it h 
other honors, she was the 
first African American to 
be inducted into the South 
Carolina Music Education 
Hall of Fame. 
A mo n g  t ho s e  i n  t he 
a u d i e n c e  w e r e  f a m i l y 
members and f r iends of 
Loveless and Thornton, 
as well as alumni, board 
m e m b e r s  a n d  c u r r e n t 
members of Sigma Gamma 
R ho.  A l so  pre sent  wa s 
Hemphill Pride, who was 
a student of Thornton’s in 
1953 at C.A. Johnson High 
School and commented on 
his fun memories from that 
time.
Pride’s eldest son, K i-
Ga D. Pride, was a lso a 
piano student of Thornton 
a nd played  “Ku mbaya” 
at  t he ceremony in her 
r e m e m b r a n c e .  K e nd r a 
Deloach and Dr.  Linda 
Kershaw also played songs 
on the piano as a tribute to 
Thornton.
The ceremony c losed 
with a fi nal musical tribute 
from Thornton’s grandson, 
Clarence Darot Thornton. 
He  p l aye d  “ W hen  t he 
Saints go Marching in” on 
his trumpet, bringing the 
audience to their feet in 
an energetic celebration of 
Thornton, Loveless and their 
many accomplishments.
“It was beautiful,” said 
D e m i e r e l e s  T h o r n t o n 
Lowe, granddaughter of 
Thornton. “[Clarence] knew 
my grandmother would have 
wanted him to play.”
USC and the 11 other 
schools of the SEC have 
recently teamed up with the 
SEC and ESPN to launch 
a Web site that highlights 
the academic achievements 
of the 12 SEC schools. The 
site features content ranging 
in diverse topics having to 
do with the opportunities 
presented by the universities 
but excluding any athletic 
content.   
G a r y  Snyder,  US C ’s 
associate v ice president 
o f  m a r k e t i n g  a n d 
communications, said that 
t he schools  of  t he SEC 
wanted to focus on aspects 
of the universit ies other 
than athletics, given that 
the SEC is so well known 
for having a strong athletic 
base. 
“Everyone knows about 
the outstanding athlet ic 
programs of the SEC, and 
this is a way of showing how 
strong the academics are as 
well,” Snyder said.   
The Web site, which is 
partnered with ESPN and 
uses technology from ESPN 
Dig ita l  Media,  feat ures 
c o nt e nt  r a n g i n g  f r o m 
economic development to 
research to com mu nit y 
partnerships. 
USC President Harr is 
Pastides said the Web site 
assists the SEC universities 
in promoting these academic 
strengths. 
“We wanted to explore 
new ways to 
h igh l ight  t he  exce l lent 
academic oppor t u n it ies 
found at our universities, in 
addition to the outstanding 
athletics programs,” Pastides 
said in a press release. 
When visit ing the site, 
users can choose to view 
content from any of the 12 
universities. Each university 
features dif ferent v ideos 
highlighting various aspects 
of their campus.  
USC currently is featuring 
videos on Cocky’s Reading 
E x pre s s ,  a  s t udent- led 
literacy effort to encourage 
young children in public 
schools to read, efforts by 
the College of Education 
to recruit teachers to rural 
areas and improve science 
achievement in struggling 
schools and information on 
how alumni in the health 
sc iences  a re  ex pa nd i ng 
qu a l i t y  a nd  a f fordable 
healthcare to those who 
need it most. 
Snyder said the content is 
updated as new achievements 
occur. 
“We look for content 
t h at  demon s t r a t e s  t he 
u n i v e r s i t y ’ s  s u c c e s s , 
econom ic out reach and 
community achievements 
and put up new content 
as it comes in,” he sa id. 
“We are get t ing qual it y 
examples to display diverse 
achievements.” 
T he  Web s it e  a l low s 
alumni, fans and students 
to learn more about the 
achievements of the SEC 
from anywhere in the world. 
H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  t h e 
University is doing its best 
to highlight specifi c aspects 
of USC’s academics, Snyder 
said the site is not at all 
compet it ive between the 
SEC schools and is more of 
a unifying effort to show 
the overall strength of the 
SEC. 
“It is a collaborative 
e f f o r t ,”  h e  s a i d . 
“Every school has its 
academic strengths 
a nd it  i s  more  a n 
example of a l l  t he 
s c h o o l s  c o m i n g 
together. It makes the 
SEC more attractive to 
It’s a Thursday night downtown in 
Five Points, and suddenly a police officer 
takes you aside. Will you receive a bigger 
punishment for using a fake ID you made or 
using your best friend’s ID?
“I think you would receive a bigger 
punishment if you were caught using 
someone else’s ID,” said second-year retail 
student Jackie Bradley. “You have taken 
someone else’s identity, so of course you will 
be in big trouble.”
 Other students agree with Bradley, 
believing that being caught using a fake ID 
doesn’t seem as bad of an offense.
“Using someone else’s ID is definitely 
worse,” said second-year business student 
Christine Konrad. “To me, a fake ID still 
uses your picture and that is not as bad as 
using another person’s picture.”
Still, some students are divided and believe 
that being caught by a police offi cer using a 
fake ID will result in a greater punishment.
“Defi nitely a fake ID because it’s not real,” 
said second-year computer science student 
William Reade. 
The idea of  f a l s i f y ing a 
document seems worse to others 
as well.
“I believe getting caught with 
a fake ID is worse,” said third-
year nursing student Courtney 
Tuck. “It’s a false document, 
so of course you will be in big 
trouble.”
According to South Carolina 
Law, the punishment for being 
caught for using a purchased 
fake ID or for using someone 
else’s ID is exactly the same. 
Both offenses can result with a $232.50 
fine or 30 days in jail. Also, for the first 
offense there can be a 120-day driver’s 
license suspension. For the second offense, 
there can also be a one-year driver’s license 
suspension. However, if one should choose 
to make their own fake ID, this can result in 
a $5237.50 fi ne or six months in jail.  
“Wow, I  never rea l ized what t he 
punishments would be.  I  th ink the 
suspension of the license is a little harsh, 
but I can see why the punishments would 
be the same. They both are using false 
information,” Tuck said.
Other students agree that the punishment 
if caught seems a bit too harsh for both 
offenses. They believe a change should be 
made to the punishment, perhaps adding 
community service instead of a suspended 
license.
“I think the punishments are really harsh. 
If anything, they should increase the fi ne 
and have you do community service. To 
suspend the driver’s licenses for that long 
does not seem like a fair punishment,” said 
third-year business student Bekah Cauthen. 
It’s Thursday night downtown in Five 
Points and suddenly a police offi cer takes you 
aside. You’d better have a good explanation 
ready.
Carolina alumna receives award 
Sigma Gamma Rho
international president 
honored for service
Sara Hartley
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Provided by Waltene Whitmire
Catherine D. Thomas, right, presents Joann G. Loveless, left, 
with the Margaret A. Thornton humanitarian award.  
Comments on this story? 
E-mai l  sagcknew@mai lbox.
sc.edu
Cassity Brewer
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Conference schools
unite to spotlight 
non-athletic success
SEC, ESPN partner
for academic Web site
FAKE ID EDITION
Hunter Hardinge
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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FACT or  F i ct i o n
Is having a fake ID worse 
than using someone else’s? 
We check the facts.
Photo Illustration by Keri Goff / The Daily Gamecock
Students may have to face harsh consequences if caught using a fake or borrowed ID. 
Chad Simmons / The Daily Gamecock
USC Bike Club meets in front of the Russell House Thursday for a ride. The 
purpose of the bike club is to bring fellow road and mountain bikers together.     
PIC OF THE DAY
TWOpage
LOCAL & WORLD NEWSCALENDAR
SPORTS 
SCHEDULE
Teen murderer able to testify
D.C. mourns loss of Kennedy
Election results shake Japan 
LOCAL
NATIONAL
INTERNATIONAL
MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009
TODAY IN HISTORY
Information compiled from history.com
TWITTER
FOLLOW US
ONLINE
FACEBOOK
NEWS: thegamecock
SPORTS: TDG_Sports
MIX: gamecockmix
Become a fan of 
The Daily Gamecock
Subsribe to our 
YouTube channel: 
thedailygamecock
YOUTUBE
CRIME REPORT
Compiled by News Editor Kara Apel
What: Renewal 
Workshops/ 
Treasurers Workshops
When: 11 a.m.
Where: Russell House, 
Room 322/326 
What: TSI meeting
12:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 201 
What: Out of State 
Mentor meetings
When: 5 p.m.
Where: RH Dining 
Room 
What: Association of 
Minority Pre-Health 
Students
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 205 
What: Bible Study 
Kick Off with The 
Navigators
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Columbia Hall, 
Room 103 
What: Delta Sigma 
Theta: Real Talk
When: 7 p.m. 
Where: RH lounge, 
3rd fl oor 
What: Amnesty 
International meeting
When: 8 p.m. 
Where: RH, Room 315 
TOKYO — Japan’s opposition swept to a historic 
victory in elections Sunday, crushing the ruling 
conservative party that has run the country for most 
of the postwar era and assuming the daunting task of 
pulling the economy out of its worst slump since World 
War II. 
A grim-looking Prime Minister Taro Aso conceded 
defeat just a couple hours after polls had closed, 
suggesting he would quit as president of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, which has ruled Japan for all but 11 
months since 1955. 
“The results are very severe,” Aso said. “There has 
been a deep dissatisfaction with our party.”
Unemployment and def lation — and an aging, 
shrinking population — have left families fearful of 
what the future holds.
Fed up with the LDP, voters turned overwhelmingly 
to the opposition Democratic Party of Japan, which 
ran a populist-leaning platform with plans for cash 
handouts to families with children and expanding the 
social safety net. 
After spending close to half his life behind bars, 
20-year-old Christopher Pittman finally made it 
into the witness chair to testify in a South Carolina 
courtroom.
He never took the stand at his trial more than four 
years ago, when a jury found him guilty of the shotgun 
murder of his grandparents when he was 12 and a judge 
sentenced him to 30 years in prison, letting others 
make the case that heavy doses of the antidepressant 
Zoloft clouded his judgment. But as the chain linking 
his ankles softly clinked Friday, Pittman shuffl ed up to 
take questions during a hearing over whether he should 
get a new trial.
The judge wouldn’t let prosecutors review the 
chilling confession he gave hours after authorities 
found Joe and Joy Pittman dead in their beds in the 
home their grandson burned. Instead, Pittman talked 
about his trial attorneys and how he would have taken a 
plea deal if they had given him more information.
Prosecutors during this week’s hearing have denied 
any formal plea offer was made, but Pittman’s lawyers 
have said they were considering a deal for him to plead 
guilty to voluntary manslaughter and let the judge 
decide on a sentence from two to 30 years.
WASHINGTON — Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, laid 
to rest alongside his slain brothers John and Robert, 
was remembered as a “veritable force of nature” who 
worked tirelessly in the Senate for nearly fi ve decades 
on the causes he cared about deeply.
Crowds lined the streets of two cities on a day that 
marked the end of an American political era — outside 
Kennedy’s funeral in rainy Boston where he was 
eulogized by President Barack Obama, and later in 
humid, late-summer Washington.
Kennedy, who died Tuesday at age 77, more than 
a year after he was diagnosed with brain cancer, was 
buried Saturday on hallowed ground at Arlington 
National Cemetery. At a graveside enveloped in 
deepening darkness, Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, 
archbishop emeritus of Washington, offered sympathies 
to Kennedy relatives and “an extended family that must 
probably include most of America.”
Earlier, Obama delivered the eulogy in Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church, packed with row upon row of 
mourners — including former presidents George W. 
Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter. 
MEN’S SOCCER 
Charlotte
Stone Stadium 
Tuesday, September 1
7 p.m.
FOOTBALL 
North Carolina State 
Carter-Finley Stadium 
Thursday, September 3 
7 p.m.
MEN’S CLUB 
SOCCER 
2009 Tryouts 
STWFC Field No. 3
Friday, September 4
6:30 — 9 p.m.
 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Burglary 7:45 p.m.
1512 Pendleton St; Hampton College
The victim reported that between the time 
she left work on Aug. 20 and Aug. 23, her 
silver Apple desktop computer and voice 
recorder were stolen from her offi ce.
Total value: $2,850
Reporting Offi cer: Volker Matthusen
MONDAY, AUGUST 24
Minor  i n  pos s es s ion ,  purchase 
and consumption of alcohol; Simple 
Possesion of marijuana , 2:30 a.m.
509 Lincoln St., Apt. 219
A suspect was charged after a smoke alarm 
went off in his apartment. The reporting 
officer saw a cup with a substance he 
identifi ed as marijuana in the main room. 
The suspect gave the offi cer 7.2 ounces of 
it, and admitted he was drinking alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: Radcliffe Vaughn
Petit Larceny, 6:15 p.m.
1000 Blossom St.; Strom Thurmond 
Wellness and Fitness Center
The victim was playing basketball and 
put his wallet down courtside. When he 
was fi nished playing, he found his wallet 
open and his South Carolina drivers license 
missing. Nothing else was taken.
Total value: $10
Reporting Offi cer: Joseph Wooden
Petit Larceny; 2:48 p.m.
1520 Devine St.; The Patio Cafe
The victim said she put her wallet and 
phone on a shelf while she was getting 
food. When she returned, both were 
missing. She cancelled all credit cards and 
had her phone deactivated.
Total value: $20
Reporting Offi cer: William Hardin
 
1864: 
General William T. Sherman launches the attack that fi nally secures Atlanta, Ga., for the Union, 
and seals the fate of Confederate General John Bell Hood’s army, which is forced to evacuate 
the area.
1886: 
An earthquake near Charleston leaves more than 100 people dead and hundreds of buildings 
destroyed. This was the largest recorded earthquake in the history of the southeastern United 
States.
1888: 
Prostitute Mary Ann Nichols, the fi rst victim of London serial killer “Jack the Ripper,” is found 
murdered and mutilated in Whitechapel’s Buck’s Row. The East End of London saw four more 
victims of the murderer during the next few months, but no suspect was ever found.
1897: 
Thomas Edison receives a patent for his movie camera, the Kinetograph. Edison had devel-
oped the camera and its viewer in the early 1890s and staged several demonstrations.
WEAR YOUR GARNET
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
O F AY, PT 4N RID  SE EMBER 
 Republ ican leg islators 
fumed Saturday over Gov. 
Mark Sanford’s affair and 
questionable travel, though 
they stopped short of trying 
to force his resignation or 
impeachment before they 
return to the Statehouse in 
January.
St i l l ,  the House GOP 
Caucus that dominates the 
lower chamber with 73 of the 
body’s 124 members made 
two things clear — they 
want Sanford gone and they 
want to act soon. However, 
lawmakers are waiting to 
make any decisions until 
the state ethics commission 
f inishes its investigation. 
And starting impeachment 
proceed ings  now cou ld 
require a costly and special 
session.
In all, 56 members were 
on hand and not one raised 
a word to defend Sanford, 
who shocked state residents 
by disappearing for fi ve days 
in June to rendezvous with 
his Argentine lover. Since 
then, investigations by The 
Associated Press and a state 
senator have prompted state 
Attorney General Henry 
McMaster to cal l for an 
ethics investigation. The 
probe has been under way 
for about a week.
State Rep. Rita Allison 
was an education adviser to 
Sanford, and he supported 
her 2008 bid to return to 
a House seat she had held 
for years before running for 
lieutenant governor in 2002. 
Even Allison was mum when 
House President Pro Tem 
Harry Cato said Sanford 
supporters needed to raise 
their voices now.
“That’s because we want 
h im to resign,” A l l i son 
said afterward. “He made a 
choice. It wasn’t our choice.”
Since news of his affair 
broke, three A ssociated 
Press investigations found 
Sanford used state aircraft 
for personal travel, violated 
state requirements by using 
high-priced air fare and 
didn’t report use of private 
aircraft.
Sanford has said the news 
report s ref lect “cherr y-
pick ing” of  h is  records 
and that he only followed 
the practices set by other 
governors. He’s also brushed 
aside other crit icism and 
investigations as politically 
motivated.
House Speaker Bobby 
Harrell, R-Charleston, said 
he’s been telling Sanford 
for weeks legislators and 
the public are angry. On 
Sat u rday,  he u rged t he 
GOP caucus to hold of f 
on any action involving an 
impeachment resolut ion 
u nt i l  t he  s t a t e  E t h ic s 
Commission wrapped up its 
probe.
“Members of the caucus 
are disappointed in him, 
angry with him and in some 
ways disgusted by the whole 
t h ing and t hey want to 
deal with it and they want 
to deal with it as quickly as 
possible,” Harrell said.
Sanford issued a statement 
Saturday about the caucus 
but didn’t directly address 
the disgust of lawmakers.
“ I t ’s  a l s o  i m p o r t a nt 
to reiterate what we said 
y e s t e r d a y :  t h a t  w e ’r e 
dedicated to an open and fair 
ethics process, and would 
further urge all levels of 
state government to embrace 
that same transparency,” the 
statement said.
Harrell said he’ll continue 
gauging sentiment in the 
caucus on whether it should 
send a joint letter calling 
for Sanford to resign. But 
leg i s lator s  lef t  w it hout 
taking any action.
Two-thirds of the House 
would have to approve an 
impeachment resolut ion; 
two-thirds of the Senate 
wou ld  have  to  approve 
Sanford’s removal.
prospective students.” 
E SP N ’s  r o l e  i n  t he 
Web site is also important 
to its success. The SEC 
A c ade m ic  Net work  i s 
part of the SEC’s 15-year 
telev ision package with 
ESPN and features the 
technology of their sports 
media. 
M i k e  S l i v e ,  S E C 
Commissioner, said ESPN’s 
ro le  wa s  s ig n i f ic a nt l y 
important in the launching 
of the Web site. 
“ We a re  g r ate f u l  to 
E S P N  b r i n g i n g  t h e 
expert ise and tools they 
use in sports media to our 
institutions in support of 
academic pursuits,” Slive 
said in a press release. “This 
network will provide our 12 
institutions with the ability 
to create and distribute 
academic and non-athletic 
programming throughout 
the world on a regular and 
full time basis.” 
The site will also feature 
a n  a n n u a l  “ C a m p u s 
Connect ion” telecast at 
each SEC university, where 
students will participate in 
a telecast that showcases 
academic accomplishments, 
a weekly academic segment 
on ESPN’s SEC show 
and the selection of one 
undergraduate from each 
SEC school to participate 
in a summer internship at 
ESPN. 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.
sc.edu
SITE ● Continued from 1 SC GOP express anger over Sanford, 
hope for timely impeachment trial   
Majority will wait 
for state ethics 
commission results
Jim Davenport
Th e Associated Press
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 Athletics is one of the fi rst things people associate 
with the SEC, but now USC and the other 11 schools 
that make up the SEC are partnering with ESPN 
to highlight some of the other great aspects of our 
schools.
The Web site www.
secacademicnetwork.com, 
uses technolog y from 
ESPN Digital Media to 
showcase academic and 
non-athletic programs 
from each university. On 
the site users can view 
each school’s individual 
page featuring various 
a s p e c t s  o f  c a m p u s , 
including research and community partnerships. 
USC’s page features videos on Cocky’s Reading 
Express, Innovista and a student-produced short fi lm 
that  won the Young Grit award at the 2008 Indie 
Grits Film Festival for best short fi lm. The site aims 
to not only highlight each university individually, but 
to also shine light on the scholastic strengths of the 
SEC as a whole. 
Although its good being known as a competitive 
and exciting conference to watch in nearly every 
collegiate sport, it is great to see the schools of the 
SEC showing off some of our other skills. USC has so 
much more going for it than a great football schedule, 
and it is refreshing to see it being recognized. 
Dear Editor, 
After reading the article “Senate adopts new non-denominational pray prior to 
meeting” by Josh Dawsey, I realized I must have failed to fully explain my position on 
public prayer to the Daily Gamecock reporter last Wednesday, so I am writing this 
letter to ensure that the student body knows the entire situation.
Last semester, Vice President Alex Stroman asked me to be the chaplain of the 
Senate, so I began to say a public prayer before Senate sessions just as past chaplains 
and Senators had always done. After some Senators objected to my use of Jesus’ name in 
prayers, I immediately began to try to fi gure out a compromise. 
The compromise I proposed was that I would lead the invocation at the fi rst Senate 
session held last week, and leaders from different faith-based student organizations 
would lead it each week thereafter. I have even asked a member of the Pastafarians to 
lead a secular invocation one week.
The goal of the compromise is to respect the various beliefs of students at USC while 
not causing any person to compromise his personal beliefs. Apparently some individuals 
still had problems with this compromise, but chose not to bring them to my attention 
before the Senate meeting last Wednesday. 
Shortly before the meeting, I was told that I could not reference Jesus in public in 
the Student Senate, and I was asked to do a “generic” invocation. I could not in good 
conscience do that, so I chose to have a moment of silence instead of a spoken prayer at 
the meeting.
I believe the debate on whether or not we should have prayers before governmental 
meetings is legitimate, and I am a strong proponent of the “separation of church and 
state.” 
However, if there is going to be public prayer, I believe it is improper for the person 
praying to be told what he should or should not say in the prayer.
I hope this clears up my position, and I would ask all those who consider themselves 
followers of Christ at USC to remember that we are called to love and respect everyone, 
even those who do not share our beliefs.
Lee Cole
Chaplain of the Student Senate and second-year law student
 Deciding to go to a small technical school 
in Greenville never seemed to be such a big 
mistake until I transferred to the USC. My 
experience at USC started out the same as 
most students here. 
I applied, anxiously waited for my acceptance 
let ter and then celebrated with f r iends. 
However, the simplicity of going to college 
stopped there for me. 
Unfortunately what they do not tell you 
anywhere on the application is that since you 
are transferring, you will have to put up with a 
lot of paperwork, misleading customer support 
answers and rude employees.  
After receiv ing my acceptance letter, I 
proudly walked into the offi ce at Greenville 
Technical College to speak with an advisor. 
After waiting at least 45 minutes, a disgruntled 
woman approached me and asked “What do 
you need?” At this point, I knew the meeting 
would be neither thorough nor pleasant for 
either of us. I explained that I wanted to 
transfer to USC, but was not sure of what steps 
needed to be taken. 
Of course this was met with a quick response 
about checking a Web site and fi lling out some 
paperwork. 
With that, I was ushered out of the room 
with not one piece of information I came 
in for. I went online, did some research and 
fi gured out what paperwork needed to be fi lled 
out.
 I then sent the paperwork to both USC and 
Greenville Tech, hoping that I had done all 
that was required. 
Upon arriving to USC, I fi nally felt all my 
hard work had paid off. I was here in Columbia 
and ready to buckle down. Rudely interrupting 
my rhythm, a call from USC destroyed all hope 
that I would ever offi cially be a Gamecock. 
I was informed that not only had my 
technical college not sent my transcript, 
but that my status as a student seemed to be 
missing in the USC database. Oddly enough, 
this was somehow my fault. 
Angry and stressed, I tried to explain that I 
had already done my share of the paperwork. 
This is when I was transferred to ‘someone 
who can help.’ 
Armed with nothing but determination, I 
attempted to explain that I had followed all 
procedures and that this was their fault. As 
expected, I was told the school system has 
no fl aws and could not have possibly made a 
mistake. 
It has now been two weeks and things are 
fi nally starting to come together, but this is not 
to say that it is by any means easy. I call either 
Greenville Tech or USC every day to speak to 
yet another unpleasant employee. 
I never would have thought that transferring 
from one college to another would be such 
a hassle, but it has been nothing short of 
annoying and ridiculous. 
 I hate to say it, but if I were to consider 
transferring again, this experience would 
drastically sway my decision. 
In Rome’s prime, the law 
stood that whenever the city 
was threatened, republican 
g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  b e 
suspended and a dictator 
would assume control. People, 
sometimes, can’t be trusted 
to make the best decisions. 
Especially when they’re afraid.
Of course, we’ve all come a 
long way since Roman times. 
We live in a world where 
democratic nations reign as 
some of the most powerful 
entities on this planet. Many 
of us (especially Americans) 
enjoy rights and freedoms 
unknown to hundreds of other 
nations, past and present. 
Everything, in short, should 
be going great. Except, of 
course, that it’s not.
Recession, war and doubt: 
all these touch our lives in 
some way, but I would call the 
last one the most dangerous. 
To explain this, I turn to the 
recent elections 
in Japan. These 
elect ions are 
a n  i n spi r i ng 
e x a m p l e  o f 
d e m o c r a c y 
working in our 
world  today, 
where a party 
that has ruled 
for  54  yea r s 
was suddenly 
ousted by the 
p o p u l a t i o n . 
Confronted with the same 
problems as our country (and 
a few unique to their own), 
the Japanese responded by 
seeking new leadership and 
new political creativity, and 
they responded resoundingly.
Americans acted similarly 
with our past election. But 
now we are beginning to 
see how our own brand of 
democracy is  fa i l ing us. 
Concern ing health care, 
the economy and the wars 
we fight in the Middle East, 
there has often been a lack of 
legitimate, creative dialogue 
bet ween adm i n i s t rat ion 
and opposit ion, bet ween 
the ruler and the ruled. We 
have devolved (and the media 
has urged that descent) into 
accusations, attributing our 
government with Nazism, 
fascism and who knows what 
else. We have all exercised our 
right to free speech, but where 
has it gotten us? Nowhere fast.
We  h ave  t o  d i s p rove 
democracy’s weakness. We 
have to put aside claims built 
only on our own fear (fear, a 
word that has no place in the 
American character). We have 
to work the way democracy 
should: sure, with the presence 
of opposition, but opposition 
that never loses sight of the 
common goal. Respond as 
the Japanese responded this 
Sunday. Be resounding. Be 
willing. Be creative.    
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Web site features SEC 
in more than athletics
CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it. 
E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.
About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the 
editorially independent student 
newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published 
daily during the fall and spring 
semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part 
by student-activity fees. One 
free copy per reader. Additional 
copies may be purchased for $1 
each from the Department of 
Student Media.
Washington 
needs political 
wake-up call 
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V i ew p o i n t s  p a g e  i s  to  s t i m u l a te 
discussion in the University of South 
Carol ina community. A l l  publ ished 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of  The Da i ly Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
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Democracy requires
discussion, creativity 
to reach full potential 
Transferring colleges harder than it seems  
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 On paper, the marriage 
of filmmaker Woody Allen 
with comedian writer/actor 
Larry David (“Curb Your 
Enthusiasm”) seems like a 
sure thing. Both have a similar 
dry, at times misanthropic wit 
built off rapid vocal cadences, 
their deliveries almost eerily 
similar in their respective 
works.
Dav id, who prev iously 
appeared in smaller roles in 
Allen’s “New York Stories” 
and “Radio Days,”  stars in his 
new fi lm “Whatever Works” 
as Boris Yellnikoff , a self-
proclaimed genius with an 
intense distaste for humanity, 
living alone in a rundown 
New York apartment and 
spouting sophomoric rants 
to friends at delis and coffee 
houses.
Yellnikoff is the typical 
Woody Allen protagonist, 
a  ma n  so  awa sh  i n  h i s 
o w n  w o r t h l e s s n e s s  h e 
superimposes his issues onto 
the human race. That is, until 
teenage runaway Melodie 
(Evan Rachel Wood)  shows 
up on his doorstep begging 
for  a  place to st ay,  her 
ignorance testing the limits 
of his pat ience while her 
sweetness slowly cracks his 
stone exterior.
The script for “Whatever 
Work s”  wa s  or ig i n a l l y 
written in the mid-1970s 
for comedian Zero Mostel , 
but after the actor’s death in 
1977, Allen shelved the script. 
Though he has updated the 
material to include banter 
about a  black pres ident 
and terrorism, “Whatever 
Works” has one foot firmly 
planted in Allen’s fi rst decade 
of f ilmmaking, making it 
a smooth throwback to his 
earlier inventions.
L eng t hy  monolog ue s 
del ivered straight to the 
camera provide the basis 
for many clever jokes about 
the existence of an audience 
looking in at the characters’ 
lives, giving the film plenty 
of sharp cracks about the fi lm 
medium. Allen plays with fi lm 
as a one-way conversation, as 
the characters of a film are 
able to “communicate” to an 
audience, while the audience 
is powerless to engage the 
characters.
“Whatever Works” also 
marks Allen’s return to his 
native New York after four 
f i lms abroad in Europe. 
Throughout his career, the 
director has produced some of 
the most loving photography 
of the city in any fi lm.
H e r e ,  h e  w o r k s  f o r 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h 
c inematographer Harr is 
Sav ides (“Zodiac”) ,  who 
provides beautifully shaded 
and toned compositions that 
fit in perfectly with Allen’s 
tendency to use long takes of 
characters trying to struggle 
through their problems at 
crucial moments.
Alas, “Whatever Works” 
remains largely impersonal 
and unfocused, a glimmer 
of  a  g reat  idea w it hout 
any carrying force. It’s a 
delightful but minor f ilm 
from a fantastic director.
Woody Allen’s films are 
usually all met with similar 
crit icism. His detractors 
claim he always makes the 
same fi lm, while his admirers 
see him as a very personal 
filmmaker who uses movies 
to deal with his own neuroses 
and fantasies.
“Whatever Works” gives 
both camps plenty of fodder; 
it remains consistent with 
Allen’s unified discourse as 
a filmmaker, while it lacks 
an energy to dist inguish 
i t  a m ids t  h i s  c lut tered 
filmography. David always 
remains a mouthpiece instead 
of a character, regurgitating 
Allen’s dialogues of despair 
as if he’s unable to bring his 
own caustic anxieties into the 
performance.
The suppor t i ng  ca s t , 
featuring the terrifi c Patricia 
Clarkson and Ed Begley, Jr. , 
also feel tremendously under-
written, played for broad and 
obvious laughs.
“ W h a t e v e r  Wo r k s ” 
misses in many places and 
lacks A l len’s usual level 
of creativity, but still finds 
enough laughs to work.
★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Director: Woody Allen
Starring: Larry David, Evan Rachel Wood
Run Time: 92 minutes
Rating: PG-13 for sexual situations including 
dialogue, brief nude images, thematic material
Whatever Works
NOW IN THEATERS
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 “Always do sober what you said 
you’d do drunk. That will teach you 
to keep your mouth shut.”
 — Ernest Hemingway 
 
New Allen fi lm reminiscent of early work
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER
Filmmaker’s latest fare with Larry David 
classically formulaic, lacks some creativity
Courtesy of Sony Pictures
Larry David and Evan Rachel Wood share a scene in Woody Allen’s “Whatever Works.” 
Miyo’s/M Vista
Locations: Miyo’s — 922 South Main St., 1220 E-2 Bower Pkwy., 
Contact: Miyo’s South Main St. 803-779-6496, Miyo’s Bower Pkwy. 
803-781-7788
Miyo’s, owned by Michelle Wang — who is originally from Shanghai, 
China — specializes in fi ne Szechuan cuisine. For sushi lovers, the 
Bower Parkway location off of Harbison is perhaps the best. They 
have a vast sushi menu with so much to choose from that it might take 
a while. They even have a Hawaiian roll with shrimp, coconut, mango, 
avocado and a sweet cream sauce. You can substitute white rice for 
brown rice or choose to get soy paper. Miyo’s also features tempura-
fried rolls starting at $6.95 that are quite fi lling in their portions. Miyo’s 
also offers a combination plate, sushi dinner plate or even a platter for 
special events. They have catering and a to-go service.
 Wasabi Sushi Japanese Cuisine
Location: 4561 Hard Scrabble Rd.
Contact: 803-736-9687, www.wasabi-sushi.com
Wasabi claims sushi chefs with over 20 years of experience. 
They are open for lunch from noon until 2 p.m., and dinner is 
served from 4:30 p.m. until 10 p.m. Saturday. Monday they only 
serve dinner, and they are closed on Sundays. Prices vary from 
$3.95 for a salmon or eel hand roll to $11.95 for a dragon roll. 
They also boast about not using “gassed” fi sh — fi sh treated 
with carbon monoxide — having the freshest ingredients and 
not using MSG. With Wasabi, their sushi menu sticks to the 
basics so it’s all about quality, not quantity.
Saki Tumi Grill and Sushi Bar
Location: 807 Gervais St.
Contact: 803-667-4065, www.sakitumigrill.com
Saki Tumi’s atmosphere is laid back and 
charming; the entrance is tucked away on the 
side of a building covered with vines, and inside 
the exposed bricks give it a loft-like feel. They 
also offer a diverse menu for those who do not 
enjoy sushi. They have great deals on different 
nights of the week. Wednesday nights are S & M 
nights (Sushi and Martinis), where select sushi 
and martinis are half off the entire night. With 
this deal, you can get a roll of sushi for as low 
as $3. Thursday nights are 50 cent sushi nights 
where you can choose from four different rolls 
and order by the piece. They also offer a Sushi 
101 class called “Everybody Get Your Roll On.”
 Tsunami Japanese Sushi Bar
Locations: 700 Gervais St., new 
location at 1290 Bower Pkwy.
Contact: Gervais St. 803-312-9911, 
Bower Pkwy. 803-407-3873; www.
tsunamicompany.com
Readers of The State newspaper 
note Tsunami as one of the best 
sushi restaurants in Columbia. 
I t  has  a  ve r y  contempora r y 
atmosphere and also has other 
great dishes like hibachi entrees, 
fried rice and desserts for those 
who may not be into sushi. Prices 
range from $4.25 for a salmon skin 
roll with crispy fried salmon skin, 
cucumber and green onions up 
to $10.99 for specialty rolls like 
the spider web, which has fried 
soft shell crab, cucumber, lettuce, 
shrimp and masago rolled on a 
spicy mayo web. They have $2 
select sushi on Tuesday nights. 
Both locations are open for dinner 
from 4:30 p.m. until midnight daily. 
If you are in a rush, or just want to 
have a quiet night in, you can also 
download a to-go menu online and 
place your order by phone.
Jade McDuffi e
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Local restaurants offer popular 
Asian cuisine with unique twists
Sushi t ur of C lumbia
HOROSCOPES
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Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ● By Jorge Chan
Whiteboard ● By Bobby Sutton / Th e Daily Gamecock
The Scene
USC
WHATEVER WORKS
6 and 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 
Main St.
TODAY
“Recession Mondays”
7:30 p.m., free
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
Euro Moto Club
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
The Kiln Opening Exhibit
4 p.m.
Gallery 80808, 808 Lady St.
Pint Nite at the Saucer
All Night
The Flying Saucer, 931 Senate St.
TOMORROW
Dignan, O’Brother, Ben Walker, Calculator
7 p.m., $6 over 21 / $9 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
Cabaret Tribute to Michael Jackson
8 p.m.
The Comedy House, 2768 Decker Blvd.
VerseWorks Open Mic Nite
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St. 
Aries A puzzle you’ve 
been put t ing toget her 
fi nally starts to make sense. 
A l it t le more work and 
you’ll solve the mystery.
Taurus Things are 
settling down. Celebrate 
with pals and come up with 
more ideas. You and your 
chums work well together 
now.
Gemini If you’re still 
f iguring out what to do 
with all those pennies, 
keep saving them until you 
fi nd the perfect thing.
Cancer Keep studying. 
The new structure has 
advantages over the old; 
you just have to learn how 
to use it. You’re doing OK.
Leo Follow through on 
a project; don’t start a new 
one now. This could be 
quite lucrative, by the way.
Virgo Your partner’s 
c r a z y  s c h e m e  c o u l d 
actually work. It’ll take 
faith and determination, 
and a l it t le help f rom 
friends.
Libra A brilliant idea, 
using what you already 
have, solves the problem. 
This suggest ion could 
come from a roommate.
Scorpio Continue to 
learn how to play the game. 
You have natural talent. 
You’ll be good at this once 
you know the ropes.
Sagittarius Keep 
shopping for the perfect 
t h i n g.  E xer c i s e  s e l f -
discipline. Odds are good 
you’l l f ind an amazing 
bargain.
Capricorn Stick to the 
budget and the rules. Play 
it by the book. You may 
learn something about the 
regulations.
Aquarius Look 
through your storage bins 
for the perfect thing. You 
know it’s there; try to fi nd 
it before buying new.
Pisces Your brilliant 
suggest ion  solve s  t he 
problem. You don’t have 
to say “I told you so.” Be 
compassionate and wise.
 
Across
1 Cryer of “Two and a 
Half Men”
4 Bartok or Lugosi
8 “How __ Your 
Mother”
12 __ Gabor
13 “__ a Name”; Jim 
Croce song
14 Long and Peeples
15 “The __”; Robert 
De Niro movie
16 Animated primetime 
series
18 “__ Gordon”
20 “Mad About __”
21 Winfrey, Letterman 
or Ferguson
24 “__ Standing”
28 “__ in Seattle”
32 Hawaii’s Mauna __
33 Japanese 
delicacies
34 “__ Lazy River”
35 Repair
36 “How the West __ 
Won”
37 Popular game 
show emcee
39 SeaWorld attraction
41 Jacob’s twin
42 “Judging __”
44 Role on “Frasier”
48 Series for Eric 
Mabius
53 Actress Arden
54 Sandwich spread
55 City in Texas
56 Lucy Ricardo __ 
McGillicuddy
57 Copycat
58 Astonish
59 Mork’s planet
Down
1 “The __ Foxworthy 
Show”
2 Skating rink, usually
3 Dog in “Peter Pan”
4 Joey of the “Rat 
Pack”
5 Sense of self-esteem
6 Role for Edward 
Asner
7 Perry Mason’s 
occupation: abbr.
8 Two cents’ worth
9 __ Farrow
10 Listener’s need
11 Disapproving click 
of the tongue
17 Role on “Bonanza”
19 “__ the Sheriff”
22 Insulting remark
23 Cone-shaped 
dwelling
25 Robert of “The 
Sopranos”
26 “The __ Ranger”
27 “__ and the Tramp”
28 Stitches
29 Actress Remini
30 Lioness in “Born 
Free”
31 Tools with teeth
35 Hawaiian island
37 “__ & Dumber”
38 Comic strip “Steve 
__”
40 Title for Barry 
Bostwick’s
character on “Spin 
City”
43 Stiff-leaved 
evergreen trees
45 Nighttime host
46 “Unhappily __ After”
47 “Hide and __”; De 
Niro movie
48 Actress Thurman
49 Space
50 Caustic substance
51 Tit for __
52 Fort Worth school, 
for short
Solution for 08/28/09
08/31/09
08/31/09
Solution from 08/28/09
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 I t ’s  a n  old  adage  t hat 
defense w ins ,  and t hat 
was the case for the USC 
women’s soccer yesterday 
afternoon. The Gamecock 
defense  d id n’t  a l low a 
single shot all day, cruising 
to an easy 2-0 victory over 
Western Carolina to open 
up the season 2-0 . 
“The fact that we didn’t 
give up a goal or a shot that 
was very commendable,” 
coach Shelley Smith said.
C a r o l i n a  s t r u c k  i n 
the f i rst 22 minutes of 
the game, as sophomore 
forward Kayla Grimsley 
scored the game’s fi rst goal 
— her second in as many 
games . She capitalized on a 
defensive error by Western 
Carolina at mid-field and 
took the ball unchallenged 
to the back of the net.
Fou r  m i nut e s  l a t e r , 
senior defender Samantha 
Diaz-Matosas’ shot was 
de f le c t ed  b y  We s t er n 
C a r o l i n a  g o a l k e e p e r 
Ca it l i n  W i l l i a ms  ,  a nd 
sen ior  m idf ielder  K im 
Mil ler was able to take 
advantage of  t he loose 
b a l l  a n d  t a c k  o n  t h e 
Gamecock’s second goal of 
the game, her second of the 
season as well. 
Much of the Gamecocks’ 
success on the day was 
attributable to outstanding 
midfi eld play. The midfi eld 
outplayed and out-hustled 
Western Carolina, winning 
a majority of the 50-50 balls 
and effi ciently working the 
ball up the f ield. Miller 
in particular stood out in 
midfi eld, taking command 
of the fi eld and controlling 
bot h t he of fensive and 
defensive sides of the ball 
to  help  c reate  scor i ng 
opportunities. 
“We have to win the ball 
to be able to get on offense,” 
Sm it h  sa id .  “M id f ie ld 
worked tremendously hard 
to keep the ball for us and 
get it into areas away from 
their pressure.”
The only real defense 
against the Gamecocks 
was f rom with in. They 
h a d  e l e v e n  s ho t s  a nd 
spoiled numerous scoring 
chances in the f irst half, 
and two offside calls  early 
in the second half foiled 
two more possible scoring 
opportunities.
“We would have loved 
to f inish a couple more 
c h a nc e s ,”  Sm it h  s a id . 
“Some of our runs and our 
decisions to play the ball 
when and where, those 
things can improve.” 
USC will next take the 
pitch on Friday night in 
Louisville for their f irst 
road game of the year . 
“ L o u i s v i l l e  i s  a 
tremendous team and we’ll 
be on the road so we have 
to be ready,” Smith said.
 USC’s women’s volleyball team began its 2009 
season in impressive fashion, winning its third 
consecutive preseason tournament dating back 
to last season. The Gamecocks beat in-state 
competitors Clemson, College of Charleston 
and Winthrop at the Big Orange Bash at Jervey 
Gymnasium in an intense weekend competition 
full of close matches decided by outstanding 
individual performances.
Friday night’s victory against Clemson took 
fi ve sets, but Carolina had the edge over its rivals 
in every statistical category, including kills, 
assists, aces, hitting percentage and a 97-74 edge 
in digs .
Saturday afternoon’s contest against College 
of Charleston also lasted the full fi ve sets . The 
Gamecocks rallied from a 2-1 defi cit after three 
sets to take the match . Again, the Gamecocks 
had more assists and digs than their opponents 
as well as a .167 to .135 advantage in hitting 
percentage .
Carolina secured the tournament win with 
a four-set victory over Winthrop , continuing 
its recent trend of statistical domination. Much 
like its fi rst game against the rival Tigers, USC 
held the statistical edge in every single category 
against the upstate Eagles.
Seniors Ivana Kujundzic and Sarah Cline and 
junior Hannah Lawing were named to the All-
Tournament team for their decisive roles in the 
garnet and black’s victories . In the match against 
Clemson, Lawing contributed 20 kills and 19 
digs, while Kujundzic added 18 kills . Against 
Winthrop, Kujundzic led the way with 15 kills 
and 12 digs, with Lawing close behind at 14 kills 
and 18 digs . Kujundzic’s performance earned her 
the honor of Tournament MVP. 
But the statistical story of the match against 
Charleston was Cline’s 20 digs, which made her 
only the seventh Gamecock to achieve 1,000 digs 
in her career.
Other individual performances of note came 
from some of the team’s younger members. 
Sophomore Teresa  Sten lu nd posted a n 
outstanding .643 hitting percentage against the 
College of Charleston, along with nine kills, to 
help the Gamecocks to victory . 
Olivia Ryder, a redshirt freshman, made the 
first kill of her career in the final set against 
Winthrop , while Lindsey Roy, another redshirt 
freshman, set down four digs in her USC debut . 
Senior Bridget Denson-Dorman contributed 
58 assists to the match against Clemson, and 50 
more in the victory against Charleston .
Coach Ben Somera was satisf ied with his 
team’s play over the weekend, citing composure 
and focus as two key components in his team’s 
success. Hopes are high for the garnet and black 
this season, with the coach stating in an interview 
earlier this month, “We’re as close to what we 
envision our team being as we ever have been.”
The volleyball season continues with the 
Gamecock Invitational, hosted next weekend 
here at USC. Eastern Kentucky, Coastal Carolina 
and UNC Greensboro will send its teams to 
this year’s contest. Play will begin at 10 a.m. 
on Friday morning with the Gamecocks facing 
Eastern Kentucky.  
 It should come as a surprise 
to no one, especially on this 
campus, that the college 
footba l l  s ea son  beg i n s 
T h u r s d a y 
n ight .  W h i le 
I am as excited 
about football’s 
return as anyone 
e l s e ,  I  a l s o 
a c k n o w l e d g e 
t h at  t here  i s 
another sport 
whose season is 
starting to heat 
up, Major League Baseball. 
Oftentimes fans get worn 
out from baseball because the 
season is so long, which is 
understandable. However, if 
fans continue that trend this 
year they will miss what has 
been one of the best seasons 
in recent memory.
This season has been one 
of the most compet it ive 
across the league in quite 
s o m e  t i m e .  W i t h  t h e 
exception of a few traditional 
cellar dwellers, almost every 
team has had a legitimate 
shot at the postseason this 
year. At this point, only two 
of the six divisions in baseball 
seem to have declared their 
champions, which makes 
for an extremely interesting 
last month of the season. 
By having so many teams 
with a chance to make the 
postseason, a new level of 
importance is placed on every 
game — which is critical in a 
sport that many critics say has 
so many games that each one 
is individually insignifi cant. 
The fact that the races for 
both the division and wild 
card leads is so close has 
forced teams to make deals to 
give them a better chance to 
win. Trade deadline deals for 
all-stars like Matt Holliday 
by the Cardinals and Cliff 
Lee by the Phillies prove 
the notion. Even though the 
trade deadline was almost a 
month ago, teams are still 
wheeling and dealing, shown 
this week with the Angels’ 
acquisition of Scott Kazmir 
from Tampa Bay .
The parity throughout the 
league has also trickled down 
to players. By September of 
most years the postseason 
awards in both leagues have 
already been locked up, but 
that is not the case in 2009. 
With the exception of the 
Nat iona l  Leag ue M V P, 
which has a l ready been 
engraved with Albert Pujols’ 
name, all the postseason 
awards seem to be wide 
open. Both the National 
and American League have 
close to five pitchers who 
have a legitimate argument 
for the Cy Young Award. 
Each one of these pitchers 
will have the opportunity 
in September to secure a 
playoff berth for their team 
and in the process secure 
a nice piece of hardware 
for their trophy case. The 
American League has also 
yet to produce a clear-cut 
MVP. While many people, 
including myself, believe the 
award should go to Mark 
Teixeira , players such as Joe 
Mauer and Teixeira’s Yankee 
teammate Derek Jeter could 
easily steal the award with a 
great September.
Now that footbal l has 
returned to our lives, it will 
be easy to shift all of our 
focus to the Gamecocks and 
football action nationwide. 
W h i le  t he  G a meco c k s 
should receive our undivided 
attention every Saturday and 
the occasional Thursday 
night, Major League Baseball 
should get some love on the 
off-nights as this looks to be 
a great race to an exciting 
postseason.
Baseball can’t 
be overlooked
Compelling MLB 
season equally as 
exciting as football 
Austin
Smallwood
Fourth-year 
fi nance student
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior Meredith Moorhead (13) and junior Megan Laughlin (10) leap to defend a spike. The duo combined for 13 blocks this weekend in three games.
 Carolina ‘Bashes’ in-state opponents 
Women’s volleyball opens up season 
with three straight victories 
against rivals at Clemson tourney
Paulina Berkovich
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Graeme Fouste / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Best player to wear No. 3 : Cory Boyd (2003-2007) 
If there’s one Gamecock that any fan of college 
football could root for, it was Cory Boyd. The Orange, 
N.J. native was the epitome of the word passion. 
Boyd came to play every Saturday for the garnet and 
black — and that carried over to his teammates. 
The fervent running back is still only the second 
Gamecock ever to gain 1,000 yards both rushing and 
receiving in his career .  
COUNTDOWN TO 
KICKOFF: 3 DAYS
USC blanks Catamounts
Carolina holds WCU 
without single shot 
in dominating win
Jake FitzGerald
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
 Senior midfi elder Kim Miller races for a loose ball in 2008.
classifieds
Place  a  C lass i f i ed  ad :  p  803-777-3888  • f  803-777-6482  • www.da i lygamecock .com
E-ma i l :  sho lmes@mai lbox .sc .edu  • Of f ice  hours :  M-F 8 :30  am -  5  pm •  Russe l l  House ,  Rm.  343
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Major credit cards acceptedLine classified ad rates
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
 Interested students may start the application process by emailing 
Sarah Scarborough at sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu.
*
Apartments
625 Henderson St #1 - 1BR Effic. water 
& elec incld. $450+sec. dep  920-0408
CORNELL ARMS APTS    799-1442
2BR/$885 All inclusive--elec water basic 
cable wireless high sp Internet road run-
nerr pest control garbage & 1 pkg space. 
Roommates
F/seeks/F/rmmte
Rosewood House Available Now 2BR 
furn. 3 mi from USC. Call 615-394-7351
M/seeks/M/rmmt 3BR 2BA house - 
Walking distance to USC & Stadium. 
$385/mo + util. 627-4134
Housing-Rent
TOWNHOME FOR RENT - VISTA
3BR 2.5BA hdwd flrs granite counter 
tops stainless steel appl. pool & club 
house. Grad stds. $1600/mo. 251-3565
3BR 1BA near USC big backyard new 
kitchen & BA w/d incld $1200. 413-3297
CONDO FOR RENT 2BR 2BA min 
from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $850.Avail now! 
Call Matt 730-3980
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Rooms for Rent - Lg Spacious 
walking distance to Midlands Tech 
$335/mo.  Call 463-5129
Huger St. Duplex - 2BR 1BA spacious 
CH&A w/d conn. $500
Hampton Hills - 
2BR 1BA pool/laundry $525/mo  2BR . 
463-5129.
Housing-Sale
WHEATON COURT  2BR 1BA CONDO
minutes from USC Free cable appl incld 
$39,000 Angie 803-553-2813
For Sale
MATTRESS SETS!! 50-60% Off Retail
US Mattress Outlet
10% off sets price $200 or more. 
The BEST deals in Columbia 739-1603
MATTRESS SETS
YOU CAN NOT FIND A BETTER DEAL
Brand new still in plastic. Full & Queen 
start @ $140. Clearing warehouse. Don’t 
go to a store! Call Mark @ 238-6288.
Parking
FOOTBALL FANS!  STADIUM PKG.
189 Stadium Place - covered, secured 
parking w/nice facility for tailgating near 
stadium. $29,500 Call Terrell  206-7651
Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
PT WAREHOUSE
Lexington bicycle parts distributor has 
immediate opening for warehouse posi-
tions. Duties include pulling, and pack-
ing orders. Individuals must have good 
attention to detail, good communication 
skills and be able to follow instructions 
and work independently. Cycling enthu-
siast with bicycle product knowledge 
preferred. Previous warehouse experi-
ence a plus. Hours are Mon Tues & 
Wed from 3PM to 7PM . Email re-
sume to hrdept@hawleyusa.com or 
fax to 359-5317, Attn: HR.
HOTEL FRONT DESK POSITION
Staybridge Suites Cola is looking for an 
outgoing person with hotel experience 
for a PT Front Desk position. If inter-
ested, please email your resume to 
StaybridgeSC@gamil.com
Help Wanted
DEPARTMENT OF FACILITIES
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Grad Assistant needed to work with IT 
systems administrator for report and 
on-line screen development using infor-
mation extracted from Oracle and 
MsAccess databases. Must be proficient 
with SQL MsAccess, Word and Excel. 
Flexible hours - no Saturday work.
Three Students needed to assist Ac-
counting and IT departments with data 
entry. Must type 40 wpm. Flexible hours 
- no Saturday work. $8.50/hr. 
Resumes should be sent via email to
jyazel@fmc.sc.edu
PT WORK - EXCELLENT PAY
Flex sched sales/svc--will train all ages 
17+ conditions apply, scholarships pos-
sible for all majors 772-4113
Help Wanted
Child Care
Irmo daycare has several PT afternoon 
positions available. Day Care exp. 
needed. 781-5439
Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afterschool daycare program looking for 
exp. workers. Must be able to work from 
2:30-6:00. Exp., applicants or 
psychology or education majors only.. 
Call 260-6900 or email 
brent-gpace@yahoo.com
Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afternoon teaching positions available 
immediately at Chesterbrook Academy, 
a preschool in NE Cola...only 15 min 
from USC. A unique opportunity exists 
for those students who love working with 
children of all ages. Positions are avail-
able M-F afternoon, hours vary. 
For more info call 699-9988
Energetic, enthusiastic, responsible per-
son needed to work as co-teacher in our 
afterschool program in a larger child de-
velopment center near USC. M-F from 
2PM-6PM. also substitute positions with 
variable hours available. Call 799-8533 
and ask for Traci or Carol.
Help Wanted
Tutors
TUTORS NEEDED: GPA of 3.1 will earn 
you $10-$12 (or more) per hr! Highest 
demand for Math, Reading & Science.
Call Tutor Connection 957-6060.
Services
HORSE BOARDING - Boarding at 
eventing & dressage barn in Blythe-
wood. Arena w/mirrors &2 jump fields. 8
stall barn w/mats. Call Holly 518-1424.
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? 
FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
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USC FOOTBALL
Suppliment of
Season Preview2009
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Hello, and welcome to another 
amazing season of Southeastern 
Conference football. If you’re 
anything like me, growing up 
in the South means Saturdays 
full of tailgating, friends, family 
and hard-hitting football. I can 
vividly remember waking up on an early fall 
morning, jumping in the car and heading down 
to Williams-Brice Stadium to watch some of the 
best teams and athletes the country had to offer. 
While the look of the Columbia area may 
have drastically changed since those days some 
10 years ago, the smells of Beaufort Stew, 
shrimp and grits and the looks on the faces of 
the passionate Gamecock fans remains the same. 
The 2009 season looks to be no different. 
As South Carolina head coach Steve Spurrier 
continues to push his Gamecocks towards 
championship caliber status, we at The Daily 
Gamecock look to do the same with our award-
winning newspaper. Thus, we’ve created what 
lies inside these pages: the first-ever South 
Carolina Football Season Preview tabloid. The 
words inside these pages are the thoughts and 
ideas of several of the University’s up-and-
coming journalists, all of which take pride in 
both their Student Media organization and their 
Gamecock football team. 
Inside this magazine you’ll find in-depth 
analysis of all 12 teams on South Carolina’s 
2009 schedule. You’ll fi nd out about each team’s 
offense and defense, a season outlook and record 
predictions. Alongside that you’ll fi nd out how 
we expect the Southeastern Conference to shake 
out, both in the Eastern and Western Divisions. 
As if that wasn’t enough, you’ll find a 
breakdown of what Carolina looks to have as 
well when they face these 12 teams. 
Finally, you’ll fi nd out what bowl games we 
think the 12 Southeastern Conference teams will 
participate in. 
As print media grows and evolves every day, 
we at The Daily Gamecock are striving to keep 
up in the ultra-competitive market. Tuitions 
may vary and food prices in the Russell House 
may rise, but the devotion shown by the sports 
writers at The Daily Gamecock will always 
remain strong. We feel that seems evident by the 
work inside this tabloid. 
So kick back, grab a soda and enjoy this 
tabloid. But even more, enjoy the 2009 
Gamecock football season. 
  Thanks again,
   Chris Cox
   Sports Editor
   The Daily Gamecock
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N.C.  STATE WOLFPACK
 North Carolina State University (6-7, 4-4 2008)                                     Location: Raleigh, N.C.        
Coach: Tom O’Brien (11-14 at N.C. State, 86-59 overall)                    Conference: Atlantic Coast
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC’s defense looks to 
shut down the Wolfpack 
for a second time in ‘09.
Wolfpack Defense: The Wolfpack defense was dealt a huge blow in the offseason when linebacker Nate Irving 
suffered a broken leg and a collapsed lung in a car accident. Arguably the Wolfpack’s best defensive player in 2008, 
Irving racked up 84 tackles, four interceptions and one fumble recovery last season. While a return later in the sea-
son is not out of the question, Irving will most certainly be held out in the opener against the Gamecocks.
In Irving’s absence, look for All-ACC defensive end Willie Young to become the leader of the defense. The 6-foot-4, 
250-pound senior recorded 6.5 sacks in 2008, along with an interception and two fumble recoveries. If Young can 
put pressure on opposing QBs, he can relieve some of the pressure in the secondary caused by Irving’s absence.
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
NC State’s defense looks to 
be much improved in 2009.
Why USC Will Win: The Gamecocks will beat the Wolfpack in much the same way they did in 2008. Strong play in 
the defensive backfi eld held three N.C. State quarterbacks to a total of only 49 passing yards last year. The inexperi-
enced but talented secondary for the Gamecocks should be able to put on a repeat performance. The offense, led by Stephen Garcia and a host of 
running backs, keeps mistakes to a minimum and wears 
down the Wolfpack defense. As happened last year, the 
game is close early, but the Gamecocks pull away late.
Why USC Won’t Win: 
Russell Wilson. Looking to 
avenge last year’s loss and 
concussion he received at 
the hands of the USC de-
fense, Wilson can take ad-
vantage of South Carolina’s 
inexperience on defense. 
Season Prediction: With 
an improved FSU and an 
dangerous Clemson team in 
the same division, it’s hard 
to imagine State fi nishing 
higher than third. However, 
if O’Brien get’s off to a hot 
start, a second-place fi nish 
isn’t out of the question.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Coach’s Comment: “[Wilson’s] got a lot of work still 
to do, but certainly if he can build upon last year and get 
better than he was, we’re in a much better starting spot 
at quarterback today than we were last year at this time.” 
– Tom O’Brien
Kevin Walker
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Wolfpack Offense: The Wolfpack may have an emerging star on their hands in 
redshirt sophomore Russell Wilson, who in 2008 became the fi rst-ever quarterback 
to make fi rst-team All-ACC as a freshman a season ago.  A healthy and productive Wilson will be the most impor-
tant piece of the offensive puzzle if coach Tom O’Brien wants to challenge for an Atlantic division championship 
in 2009.  After being knocked out of last year’s opener against USC, Wilson went on to prove why he could be the 
next great dual-threat college QB. The Richmond, Va. native threw for 17 touchdowns while racking up nearly 2,000 
yards through the air. With his ability to limit turnovers, escape the pocket and throw on the run, Russell Wilson will 
be N.C. State’s offensive MVP in 2009. 
GEORGIA BULLDOGS
University of Georgia (10-3, 6-2 2008)                                        Location: Athens, Georgia  
Coach: Mark Richt (82-22 at Georgia )                                       Conference: Southeastern 
Sam Davis
STAFF WRITER
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Bulldog Offense: Following the departure of quarterback Matthew Stafford , the Bulldog offense is being 
questioned. That’s in addition to losing running back Knowshon Moreno. With the two catalysts of its 2008 
offense gone, Georgia needs someone to step up, and coach Mark Richt is hoping the answer will come from 
senior quarterback Joe Cox. The veteran waited patiently for his time to come as he watched and learned 
from the sidelines. He’s played in just 13 college games and started in only one of those contests. If Cox can 
play like the quarterback Richt thinks he is, Georgia can contend for an SEC East title. 
Bulldog Defense: Georgia returns six of its 11 starters from 
last year’s 10-3 team. The 2008 defense was mediocre enough 
to allow the juggernaut offense to win games. The ‘D’ didn’t rank 
above sixth in 2008 in any defensive category. In an effort to put 
forth a more disciplined defensive squad, Richt made practices 
more physical this past summer. This after Richt admitted last 
year that he had eased up defensive practices to avoid injuries, 
then promised that he wouldn’t make that mistake again. In the 
secondary, the premature loss of Asher Allen to the NFL draft 
will hurt, as the team no longer has an experienced playmaking 
defensive back. Up front, tackles Geno Atkins and Jeff Owens 
 need to generate more pass rush than the 2008 team did, fi nish-
ing eighth in the SEC in sacks. 
Why USC Will Win: Unlike last year, it 
could be argued that South Carolina has 
an equally talented or even better team 
than the Bulldogs. All-American line-
backer Eric Norwood could reek havoc 
on the Georgia offense when the two teams square off in week two between 
the hedges. The unproven and untested Georgia offense may have its hands 
full with the Gamecock defense that held the powerful 2008 Bulldog offense to 
just 14 points a season ago . On the other side of the ball, wide out Moe Brown 
was the lone source of offense last season with a career high in catches and 
yards . He also scored the only touchdown in Carolina’s 14-7 defeat. Look for 
him to take advantage of a weak Bulldog secondary, particularly after Asher 
Allen departed for the NFL.
Kelly Lambert / Online Athens
Senior quarterback 
Joe Cox.
Why USC Won’t Win: UGA’s 
offense may be unproven, but so is 
USC’s. Carolina couldn’t generate a 
consistent source of points last year 
for all of 2008 and couldn’t score 
more than one touchdown against 
UGA. Now, playing in Athens, quar-
terback Stephen Garcia may not be 
able to control the game and the 
crowd, and may fi nd it diffi cult to 
generate points, regardless of the 
state of the defense. 
Season Prediction: No one sees 
Georgia doing any major damage in the SEC this year. 
With Stafford and Moreno gone, it seems that last year 
was the year. Take a look at the team’s schedule, one 
of the toughest in the NCAA, and it’d be hard to argue 
anything else. However, pundits have made these same 
remarks in several seasons past, only to see the Bulldogs 
win between eight and 10 games. Fans might see that 
same result in 2009.
Coach’s Comment: “There wouldn’t be a thing we 
would hold back from [Cox] because of his lack of expe-
rience. He is totally experienced in what to do and how to 
do it. We have all the confi dence in him.” –Mark Richt
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
UGA lines up against Carolina.
WEAR YOUR GARNET
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
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Owl Offense: When it comes to Florida Atlantic, fans around college football think of one name, and it isn’t 
legendary coach Howard Schnellenberger. It’s actually Rusty Smith, the 6-foot-5-inch quarterback  who seems 
destined for a place in the National Football League. Smith owns just about every FAU passing and touchdown 
record going into his fi nal season, and looks to have a breakout year in order to garner looks from NFL scouts. 
While the Owls only averaged 25 points a contest last season, Smith got hot late as his offense racked up an 
average of 40 points a game in the fi nal four contests. With his favorite wide receiver target in Cortez Gent re-
turning, Smith looks to build upon his 3,000+ yard season from a season ago .
Owl Defense: Coming into 2008, the Owls were 
the trendy pick to capture the Sun Belt Confer-
ence Championship. While the offense lived up to 
expectations, the defense was a surprising failure 
averaging only a sack per game  and giving up yard-
age in big chunks. In 2009, the defense looks to be 
an even bigger question mark as the Owls have to 
replace eight starters from last year’s lineup includ-
ing the top six tacklers . For a team that fi nished just 
fi fth in total defense in the mediocre Sun Belt last 
season, Coach Schnellenberger must be awfully 
concerned about the scoreboard blowing up down 
in Boca Raton, Fla. this season.
Why USC Will Win: They’re supposed to. A team from 
the lowly Sun Belt does not come into an SEC venue and 
pull off a stunner. Sure, teams from non-automatic quali-
fying conferences have gotten close in the past, but have 
never been able to get over the proverbial hump on more 
than a few occasions. If the Gamecocks come out and 
play sound, fundamental football like they should, Spur-
rier and his club should 
have no problem pulling 
out a victory against the 
high-octane Owls. 
Why USC Won’t Win: 
Rusty Smith. The veteran 
QB of the Owls has led 
his team to a bowl vic-
tory in each of the last two 
seasons. If Smith wants to 
increase his hopes of get-
ting to the next level, he’ll 
need to add a few upsets 
to his résumé. What better 
place to do that then at 
South Carolina?
Season Prediction: The 
Owls have a solid club for 
a Sun Belt team, and should fi nd great success against 
its league opponents. That said, coach Schnellenberger 
still doesn’t have the big guns to knock down some big-
time nonconference opponents. However, quarterback 
Rusty Smith is good enough to lead a turnaround and get 
FAU back into yet another bowl game.
Coach’s Comment: “We need to play with a renewed 
determination and we need to play with poise and confi -
dence. We need to execute up to our abilities. If we can 
do that, I think we can start fast and fi nish strong and 
have a solid football team as the season progresses.” — 
Howard Schnellenberger
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Leon Halip / U.S. Presswire
FAU senior quarterback 
Rusty Smith.
Brian Bahr / Getty Images
Florida Atlantic faces several 
stiff challenges in its noncon-
ference schedule.
FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS
Florida Atlantic University (7-6, 4-3 2008)                                   Location: Boca Raton, FL   
Coach: Howard Schnellenberger (48-48 at FAU , 148-123-3 overall) Conference: Sun Belt
Chris Cox
SPORTS EDITOR

Rebels Offense: Most college football fans are familiar with the best 
quarterback in the SEC not named Tim Tebow by now. Heisman Trophy 
candidate Jevan Snead leads a potent offense that will leave defensive 
coordinators short on sleep. In addition to Snead’s passing ability, head 
coach Houston Nutt will continue to use the “Wild Rebel” offense featur-
ing WR/RB Dexter McCluster to keep teams off-balance. Underrated 
senior wide receiver Shay Hodge is the current receiving yards leader in 
the SEC. However, the biggest question mark that remains is the offen-
sive line, especially at the left tackle position. 
Rebel Defense: No team in the SEC was better at making plays be-
hind the line of scrimmage last season than Ole Miss. Even though de-
fensive end Peria Jerry has moved on to the NFL, the line is still stacked. 
Stud end Greg Hardy returns from a foot injury to join strong tackles Ted 
Laurent and Lawon Scott. The Rebels line could easily become the best 
in the nation by season’s end. The linebackers benefi t immensely from 
the line play. The Rebels allowed a meager 85.5 run yards per game last 
season and that looks to be no different this year. However, the weak-
ness remains the pass defense. While safety Kendrick Lewis is a strong 
player, there is not a lot of depth for former USC coordinator Tyrone Nix. 
Why USC Will Win: Let’s make it twice. They beat the Rebels on the 
road last season, so why can’t they do it in Columbia? The crowd will 
defi nitely be amped when the Rebels roll into Columbia as USC will hit 
the fi eld for a Thursday night showdown. The young offensive line for 
Mississippi could struggle in the rowdy environment. If USC’s line plays 
to its potential, it could be a long day for Jevan Snead. The biggest thing 
working in Carolina’s favor might be the advantage of playing against 
Coach Nix once more. Chris Smelley threw for more than 300 yards and 
three touchdowns against his former defensive coordinator last season. 
Don’t expect much difference with Stephen Garcia at the helm. 
Why USC Won’t Win: Payback. Ole Miss is going to have revenge on 
its mind after losing last season at home a week after the Rebels amaz-
ing upset at Florida. Despite that, Ole Miss returns heaps of talent to 
help knock off USC. Snead can pick apart the inexperienced secondary 
while the USC offense won’t be able to get much started. The game has 
potential to be a blowout if the Rebels get going early on.
Season Prediction: There is no doubt Ole Miss is a talented team.  
The real question is how good could they be?  Most preseason polls 
rank the Rebels No. 10 in the nation. With all the talent it is easy to see 
why. The schedule does Mississippi a whole lot of favors, 
too. Its non-conference schedule is, to say the least, very 
soft. Southeastern Louisiana and Northern Arizona are 
far from world-beaters and will not face UF or UGA in the 
regular season.  
Coach’s Comment: “When you start believing, that’s 
when you start achieving. Our guys really played together. 
I was really excited about the leadership that we had.” 
— Houston Nutt
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Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
MISSISSIPPI REBELS
University of Mississippi (8-4, 5-3 2008)                                   Location: Oxford, Miss.
Coach: Houston Nutt (9-4 at Ole Miss , 120-74 overall)        Conference: Southeastern
Cameron Widerman
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Safety Chris Culliver forces a Dexter McCluster fumble 
in 2008’s contest.
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2009 PREDICTIONS
SEC EAST
SEC WEST
12-0, 8-0 8-4, 5-3 8-4, 4-4 7-5, 3-5 6-6, 2-6 4-8, 1-7
10-2, 7-1 10-2, 6-2 9-3, 5-3 6-6, 3-5 6-6, 3-5 3-9, 0-8
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The Daily Gamecock’s 2009 SEC Bowl Predictions
Florida
Texas
vs.
Georgia
Iowa
vs.
Ole Miss
Illinois
vs.
USC
UNC
vs.
Alabama
BYU
vs.
LSU
Ok State
vs.
Tennessee
Clemson
vs.
Kentucky
ECU
vs.
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SC STATE BULLDOGS
South Carolina State Univeristy (10-3, 8-0 2008)                                    Location: Orangeburg, SC   
Coach: Oliver “Buddy” Pough (57-24 at SCSU )        Conference: Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
Jonathan Battaglia
MULTIMEDIA DIRECTOR
Bulldog Offense: South Carolina State running back Will Ford is a guy that many FBS 
coaches would gladly add to their offense. The 5-foot-11-inch senior from Travelers Rest, 
S.C. was picked as the MEAC’s preseason Offensive Player of the Year for the second con-
secutive season . In the last two years combined, Ford has rushed for 2,888 yards and 17 
touchdowns , including a 112-yard effort against the Gamecocks in 2007. Ford is joined in 
the backfi eld by quarterback Malcolm Long, a 6-foot-3 senior that set two school passing 
records last season. Long and Ford headline an experienced offense that returns six starters 
from their 2008 MEAC Championship squad .
Bulldog Defense: The Bulldog defense allowed only 17 points per game last season, 
including a stretch of three straight shutouts against MEAC rivals Howard, Morgan State and 
North Carolina A&T. That defensive squad returns seven starters , headlined by linebacker 
Marshall McFadden and safety Marquais Hamlin, who were both preseason All-MEAC selec-
tions . The one glaring blemish on SCSU’s record last year was a 54-0 defeat at the hands 
of Clemson . The Tigers racked up 416 yards of total offense and seven touchdowns on the 
Bulldogs. 
Why USC Will Win: USC has superior talent, coaching and experience. The Bulldogs were 
exposed to those three qualities last year against Clemson, and the Gamecocks should do the 
same thing this year. Add the fact that this year’s game is in Columbia, and it seems hard to 
believe the Bulldogs can come into Williams-Brice and deliver a shocker. Head coach Buddy 
Pough will have to have a fi ery pregame speech prepared to convince this team that they are 
ready to take on the Gamecocks.
Why USC Won’t Win: Simply 
put, the Gamecocks have trouble 
beating teams they should beat. 
USC only beat Wofford by 10 in 
’07 and UAB by 13 last year , a far 
cry from what should be expected 
from an SEC team. In the Wof-
ford game, USC was only up by 
three going into the fourth quarter. 
Against UAB, the Gamecocks 
only managed two offensive 
touchdowns. If USC continues to 
let teams they should beat stay in 
games, one of these times they 
will get beaten. Could that team 
be SCSU? If running back Will 
Ford can break a few runs through 
a stout Gamecock defense, this 
game could be interesting.
Season Prediction: The Bulldogs’ opposing 
coaches in the MEAC know SCSU is poised for 
another big season. For the third consecutive 
year, the Bulldogs were picked to win the MEAC 
football title. The Bulldogs will, however, lose 
18 seniors and 11 starters  from their 2008 team 
that went undefeated in the MEAC . Among their 
biggest in-conference competition are Florida 
A&M, who placed 11 players on the preseason 
all-conference team, Bethune-Cookman, Hamp-
ton and Norfolk State. A bonus for the Bulldogs is 
they play Florida A&M in Orangeburg this season, 
a place where they were 5-0 last year.
Coach’s Comment: “We have a great opportunity to do well, but everything will have 
to fall into place. This league seems to get tougher each year.” — Buddy Pough
PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ATHLETICS 
South Carolina State quarterback Malcolm Long 
throws a pass during the 2008 season.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ATHLETICS 
South Carolina State’s defense will have to step up big 
for the Bulldog’s to pull off an upset over Carolina this 
season.
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KENTUCKY WILDCATS
University of Kentucky (7-6, 2-6 2008)                      Location: Lexington, KY
Coach: Rich Brooks (32-41 at UK, 123-150-4 overall )        Conference: Southeastern
Chris Cox
SPORTS EDITOR
Wildcat Offense: If a Wildcat fan heard that their quarterback, junior Mike Hartline, made 
Third Team All-SEC, they might be pretty excited. But the fact of the matter is, there is little 
depth under center throughout the Southeastern Conference. A season ago, Hartline threw 
for just under 1,700 yards with nine touchdowns and eight interceptions. Under his leader-
ship, the Wildcats fi nished a dismal 106th in the nation in total offense. Despite that, Kentucky 
remains optimistic about its chances this season as almost the entire offense remains intact. 
UK will need big production out of sophomore Randall Cobb, who accumulated 1,055 total 
yards of offense with 11 touchdowns. The fact of the matter is, the 5-foot-11 speedster is the 
heart of the offense, and UK probably won’t get to the postseason without him.
Wildcat Defense: In a league as tough as the Southeastern Conference, success is mea-
sured by how well a team can keep its opponent out of the end zone. If that’s the case, head 
coach Rich Brooks has cause for concern in 2009. A season ago, the Wildcats fi nished 
second to last in total defense and return only four starters from that unit for 2009. Add in the 
fact that Big Blue lost the heart and soul of its defense in Jeremy Jarmon, an All-American 
defensive end who was suspended for using a banned substance, and the Kentucky faithful 
may be in for a long season. Cornerback Trevard Lindley might be the best lockdown back in 
the league, but he won’t be enough to hold down what seems to be a mediocre defense this 
season in Lexington.
Why USC Will Win: History. The number seems to plague both South Carolina and Kentucky 
fans alike. Despite fi elding talent practically equal to that of the Gamecocks the last several 
seasons, USC has still managed to win nine consecutive contests against its conference breth-
ren. Oh, and did we mention that head coach 
Steve Spurrier has never lost to the Wildcats? 
Couple that with Kentucky’s mediocre offense 
and average defense, and it looks as though 
Spurrier will run his career record against Big 
Blue 17-0.
Why USC Won’t Win: Rich Brooks. The legendary coach has turned Kentucky from the league’s 
laughing stock to one other teams fear to play against. That won’t change in 2009, as Brooks 
looks to lead the Wildcats to a fourth consecutive bowl victory. Kentucky’s players know that they 
haven’t played up to their abilities against the Gamecocks lately and seem determined to get the 
proverbial monkey off of their back in Columbia this season. All streaks must come to an end, and 
the Wildcats and their veteran coach feel certain that they’ll notch their fi rst victory over Carolina 
this decade come October.  
Coach’s Comment: “We’ve 
changed some history at Kentucky; 
we have to change more. That would 
be beating some of the teams in our 
league that we’ve struggled to beat 
over a number of years. And we’re a 
lot more capable of having that hap-
pen now than we were three of four 
years ago.” – Rich Brooks
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Quarterback Mike Hartline hands off the ball in 
last season’s contest against South Carolina at 
Commonwealth Stadium.
Season Prediction: While the Wildcats possess a 
few offensive weapons and some playmakers on the 
defensive side of the ball, it’s a question as to whether 
it will be enough to push Big Blue to its fourth consecu-
tive bowl appearance. Coach Rich Brooks has done one 
fi ne job out in Lexington, but the veteran coaches faces 
several challenges this season. Hartline will have to put 
together a breakout season for the Wildcats to earn 
what Kentucky fans would call a successful season.
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Safety Chris Culliver closes in on Kentucky’s 
Randall Cobb last season.
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Tide Offense: This season, Alabama will be operating without several members of 
last year’s impressive offense. The highly-celebrated quarterback John Parker Wilson 
is gone. Wilson was a three-year starter who rewrote the UA record book in most 
passing yards. So his absence, without a doubt, will greatly change the chemistry 
of the overall offense. Glen Coffee, the talented running back who racked up over 
1,000 yards and 10 touchdowns last season, is also gone to the NFL. Outland Trophy 
winner and left tackle Andre Smith is playing in Cincinatti, not Tuscaloosa. The loss 
of these dominant players means defi nite change and that less-experienced players 
are going to have to work for the open positions. While three quarterbacks have a 
chance to play, the projected starter is junior Greg McElroy. While McElroy has only 
thrown for 196 yards and two touchdowns in his career, he is the most experienced 
quarterback on the roster. Fortunately for McElroy, All-SEC receiver Julio Jones is 
returning, and his skill will keep some stability for the new quarterback. Sophomore 
running back Mark Ingram, who has already recorded an impressive 728 yards and 
12 touchdowns, is expected to fi ll the void left by Coffee. He may have some compe-
tition though — highly touted recruit Trent Richardson will be vying for the spot, too. 
Such a noticeable number of people lost on the offense should cause some imbal-
ance; however, if the right players step up to the job, the offense should still be as 
reliable as it was in 2008.
ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE
University of Alabama (12-2, 8-1 2008)                                    Location: Tuscaloosa, AL
Coach: Nick Saban (19-8 at UA, 105-50-1 overall )                Conference: Southeastern
Kelsey Pacer
COPY DESK CHIEF
Doug Benc / Getty Images
New quarterback Greg McElroy attempts a pass dur-
ing the 2008 season. McElroy replaces the departed 
John Parker Wilson.
Tide Defense: In 2008, the Tide were ranked third in defense in the country and in 2009 they should be even better. Nine very accomplished start-
ers are returning to the fi eld, including 2008 All-American defensive end Terrence Cody. The 6-5, 365 pound junior recorded 24 tackles in 2008, but 
allowed a running back to earn more than 100 yards in a game. Safety Justin Woodall and linebackers Rolando McClain and Dont’a Hightower also 
look to keep the defense dominant. With a stable group of experienced starters, several spotlight-hungry recruits and tried-and-true defensive strat-
egies, there is not much to say about Tide defense, other than it should instill fear into the hearts of any team they play.
Why USC Will Win: If the Gamecocks’ defense can capitalize on any of the 
Tide’s offensive weaknesses, head coach Steve Spurrier’s team can keep the score 
low. Saban’s coaching ego may also cost the Tide a win if he focuses too much on 
Lane Kiffi n’s baiting comments. If Alabama overlooks South Carolina in preparation 
for its big game against Tennessee, the Gamecocks could play the underdog card 
to gain a victory in Tuscaloosa.
Why USC Won’t Win: As a whole, the Alabama team is stronger and more expe-
rienced than the Gamecocks. Alabama’s brutal defense could shut down Spurrier’s 
still-green offense, and if Saban is creative with his formations, his offense could 
work around the Gamecock defense. Also, as with any matchup, if South Carolina 
sees the Alabama game as an impending beat-down, it will be just that.
Season Prediction: Alabama has a chance to become a national championship 
contender in 2009. Any hiccups on the offensive line should be fi xed early on in the 
season, thanks to the coaching staff and eager recruits ready to show what they’ve 
got. With the bitter memories of last year’s bowl game against Utah, talented play-
ers, and a big win against Virginia Tech, the Tide could gain enough momentum to 
make it all the way to the top in 2009.
Coach’s Comment: “You know, its kind of human nature that when you’re satis-
fi ed and you’re ranked high in a lot of categories that maybe you don’t challenge 
yourself as much. You get a little complacent, you get a little satisfi ed. That can’t 
happen.” — Nick Saban
Dusty Compton / The Associated Press
Head coach Nick Saban watches warmups prior to Ala-
bam’s 2009 spring game.Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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VANDERBILT COMMODORES
Vanderbilt (7-6, 4-4 2008)                                          Location: Nashville, TN
Coach: Bobby Johnson (26-56 at Vandy, 87-92 overall )        Conference: Southeastern
Sam Barker
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Commodore Offense: Gone is Chris Nickson, the mobile quarterback for the Com-
modores that caused the Gamecock defense fi ts. However, Nickson’s replacement 
Mackenzie Adams may be even more dangerous. Adams, while not a stellar passer, is 
extremely mobile, and can break tackles easily. The rest of the offense isn’t much better 
than last years, but the key for Vanderbilt will be experience. The ‘Dores return 18 start-
ers from last season, eight of whom come on the offensive side of the ball. Look for a 
solid running game from Vanderbilt due to the return of the entire offensive line.
Commodore Defense: Vandy lost playmaker and team leader D.J. Moore to the 
NFL, but expect the same defense that has stymied the South Carolina offense the past 
two years. Vanderbilt is led by their linebacking corps, which returns All-SEC weak-side 
backer Patrick Benoist, and freshman All-American Chris Marve. Even with the loss of 
Moore, the defensive backfi eld will be strong, returning Myron Lewis and Ryan Ham-
ilton. While Vanderbilt’s defense wasn’t all that great statistically last year (144 yards 
allowed rushing), they found ways to win, earning their fi rst winning record in nearly 30 
years.
Why USC will win: Because they should. The past two years have been embar-
rassing against the Commodores. After the fl op in 2007, when USC was No. 6 in the 
national polls, it seemed like the Gamecocks would be hungry to get a victory in 2008 
in Nashville. But once again, the Commodores buried the Gamecocks. Simply put, USC can’t afford to lose this game, that’s why they won’t. If the 
past two years have been any indication, it’s that you can 
never overlook the opposition. Look for Carolina to come 
fi red up, wanting to win, especially in Williams-Brice.
Why USC won’t win: The Clemson Connection. 
Carolina fans can wonder all day long how the lowly 
Commodores have pulled off consecutive upsets over the 
Gamecocks, but it seems obvious that it all starts with 
coach Bobby Johnson. Having played for the Tigers dur-
ing the early ‘70s, Johnson was able to get his fi rst taste 
of success against the Gamecocks as a player. Throw in 
the fact that he’s from Columbia, and Johnson knows all 
about the history of the Gamecocks and what it takes to 
knock them off.
Season Prediction: Bobby Johnson has this team 
pointed in the right direction. His record might not show 
it, but the Commodores have found success in the recent 
years. Although they aren’t on the level to beat Georgia or 
Florida in the SEC East, this game against Carolina would 
be a real boost to the morale of the team, showing that 
they are no longer the worst team in the SEC. With easy 
games against Western Michigan, Rice, Army and Ken-
tucky, don’t be surprised to see Vandy reach their second 
straight bowl game.
Coach’s Comment: “We’re anxious to get started for 
this season. We feel good about the direction this pro-
gram is going. But you never know until you get out there 
and start working and preparing.” — Bobby Johnson
Mark Humphrey / The Associated Press
Vanderbilt players celebrate after last season’s 24-17 
upset victory over No. 24 South Carolina.

PAGE 18 The Daily Gamecock  ●  MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009
James Kratch
Volunteer Offense: An awful lot is being made of the quarterback situation. How-
ever, whomever ends up starting — sophomore Nick Stephens or senior Jonathan 
Crompton — is likely going to be playing second fi ddle to the running game, senior 
Montario Hardesty and sophomore Tauren Poole in particular. The similarities to 
LenDale White and Reggie Bush , a running tandem Kiffi n coached while at Southern 
Cal, can’t be ignored for the twosome. Hardesty runs hard and uphill like White, while 
Poole can make people miss and fi t the hybrid running back/wide receiver role that 
made Bush a Heisman Trophy winner and a collegiate legend. If the backs can pro-
duce and the quarterback, whomever that may be, can avoid throwing interceptions 
and other costly errors, the Vols will have a very good offensive attack on their hands. 
Volunteer Defense: Caught up in the mess that was last year’s 5-7 debacle was 
the fact that Tennessee had a pretty darn good defense – the third-ranked overall unit 
in the nation. Throw in new defensive coordinator Monte Kiffi n – Lane’s father — and 
defensive line coach Ed Orgeron , and that unit has the chance to be even better.  The 
unit’s undisputed leader is junior strong safety Eric Berry . Berry, who is already being 
projected as a top-10 pick whenever he opts to jump to the NFL, fl ies around the fi eld 
like a bat out of hell and does everything well. His job will be made even easier with 
the hogs “Coach O” will have up front. Junior Chris Walker brings great speed on the 
edge, while senior Wes Brown moves inside from defensive end and likely will draw 
double teams constantly due to his size and speed. Throw in three hundred pound senior 
Dan Williams, and opposing lines could have a lot of trouble handling the Vols up front. 
Why USC will win: Steve Spurrier’s pride. One thing is certain — the man loves to beat 
the University of Tennessee Volunteers. Whether with Carolina or Florida, the head coach 
has always gone out of his way to antagonize UT, whether it is references to the many 
Citrus Bowl pilgrimages or his numerous victories over the years. Take Kiffi n’s arrival into 
account, and it is hard not to think that Spurrier will do everything in his power to make it 
two in a row against the Vols. 
Why USC won’t win: Lane Kiffi n’s pride. The new leader of Vol Nation will have to back 
up his now legendary talk to some extent this season. It’s not going to happen against the 
Gators, so Kiffi n’s best shot to live up to his infamous offseason verbal jabs is to protect 
his home fi eld and defeat the man who made trash talking an art form–Spurrier himself. 
Season Prediction: With the exception of the Florida game, Tennessee should have a 
chance in every game this season. So, unfortunately for all the Kiffi n haters out there, the 
good times are about to return on Rocky Top. Pencil in the Vols for an 8-4 record, a huge 
upset of Ole Miss in Oxford on November 14th, and a Chick-Fil-A Bowl berth. 
Coach’s Comment: “Like I said before, I’ve not loved everything that I’ve done, not 
loved everything I’ve had to do, but it needed to be done, in my opinion, to be able to put 
us where we are today and for future down the road. Because those are the kids that are 
going to remember that. Those ninth graders are going to remember seeing Tennessee so 
much. Now we need to go win some games.” — Lane Kiffi n
TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS
University of Tennessee (5-7, 3-5 2008)                                 Location: Knoxville, TN
Coach: Lane Kiffi n (0-0 at UT, 0-0 overall )               Conference: Southeastern
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Mark Humphrey / The Associated Press
Tennessee safety Eric Berry has begun his 2009 Heisman 
campaign in earnest.
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Former safety Emanuel Cook makes a tackle against 
former Vol tailback Arian Foster.
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1. Florida 
2. Texas 
3. Oklahoma
4. Southern California 
5. Alabama  
6. Penn State 
7. Ohio State
8. LSU
9. Virginia Tech 
10. Oklahoma State 
11. Georgia
12. Ole Miss
13. Georgia Tech 
14. California 
15. Oregon
16. Boise State 
17. TCU
18. Utah 
19. Nebraska 
20. BYU
21. Oregon State 
22. Florida State 
23. Notre Dame 
24. Iowa 
25. Central Michigan
26. North Carolina 
27. Texas Tech 
28. Rutgers
29. West Virginia 
30. Kansas 
31. N.C. State 
32. Missouri 
33. Michigan State 
34. Pittsburgh 
35. Illinois 
36. Tennessee
37. Miami (Fla.)
38. Cincinnati 
39. East Carolina 
40. South Florida 
41. Arkansas
42. South Carolina
43. Southern Missis-
sippi 
44. Northwestern 
45. Troy 
46. Clemson
47. Nevada 
48. Navy
49. Wisconsin
50. Wake Forest 
51. Minnesota 
52. UCLA
53. UTEP 
54. Kentucky
55. Colorado 
56. Arizona State 
57. UNLV
58. Michigan 
59. Houston 
60. Ohio 
61. Baylor
62. Auburn
63. Stanford
64. UConn 
65. Vanderbilt 
66. Maryland 
67. Mississippi State 
68. Air Force
69. Kansas State 
70. Arizona 
71. Boston College 
72. Fresno State 
73. Tulsa 
74. Virginia  
75. Ball State 
76. Colorado State
77. Central Florida
78. Duke 
79. Texas A&M
80. Temple 
81. Louisville
82. Toledo
83. Western Michigan 
84. Louisiana Tech 
85. Buffalo
86. Washington 
87. Purdue 
88. SMU
89. Utah State 
90. Iowa State 
91. Akron
92. Florida Atlantic 
93. Marshall
94. Syracuse 
95. Arkansas State
96. Hawaii 
97. Northern Illinois 
98. Indiana 
99. Memphis 
100. Army
101. Bowling Green
102. San Jose State 
103. Washington 
State 
104. Wyoming
105. Kent State 
106. Tulane
107. Rice 
108. San Diego State 
109. MTSU 
110. New Mexico
111. UAB
112. Louisiana-Mon-
roe 
113. Miami (Ohio)
114. Eastern Michigan
115. FIU
116. Louisiana-Lafay-
ette
117. North Texas
118. Idaho 
119. New Mexico 
State 
120. Western Ken-
tucky
RANKING THE NATION
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Razorback Offense: With last year’s starter Casey 
Dick departed due to graduation, and his brother Nathan 
transferring to Central Arkansas , the stage is set for Ryan 
Mallett . Head coach Bobby Petrino believes Mallett, 
a transfer from Michigan , will be one of the best quar-
terbacks to play in Fayetteville in quite some time. His 
receivers, notably Joe Adams , Lucas Miller and tight end 
DJ Williams , who led the team in receiving last season , 
will help him out. The running game is already well estab-
lished with Michael Smith returning. Last season, Smith 
became only the ninth player in school history to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards in only 10 games .
Razorback Defense: Last season, Arkansas allowed a 
league high 31.2 points per game. The Razorbacks also 
ranked last in the conference in terms of total defense 
and rushing defense. They gave up an average of 170.8 
yards on the ground per game . The defense was a very young group last season, and they are returning seven starters. Linebacker Jerry Franklin 
led the team in tackles in his freshman season. He was named to the All-American team as well as the All-SEC freshman team. He is a threat to op-
posing teams, and if the rest of the defense can improve their game, they could have a decent defense.
Why USC will win: Stephen Garcia and the run game. If the sophomore quarterback can get the Gamecock offense rolling, they will win the 
game. Arkansas’ weak spot last season was its defense. South Carolina is expected to have a good running game this season and if new back 
Jarvis Giles is as good as advertised, South Carolina should be able to run on last season’s worst rushing defense. This will take the pressure off of 
Garcia and his receivers. By going to the run and passing less, South Carolina could hopefully limit turnovers. They cannot allow the Razorbacks 
offense to keep the ball and wear down the defense. 
Why USC won’t win: Michael Smith. Last season, Smith rushed for more than 
1,000 yards, on 207 carries. If South Carolina cannot shut down the run early, expect 
to see Arkansas go to the run over and over again. If South Carolina can contain 
Smith, the Razorbacks will turn to their passing game, which is just as dangerous. 
Now that Petrino has the quarterback that he needs, the passing game should be 
more effective. Using Smith could draw USC into focusing on the run, which would 
then allow Mallett to throw the deep pass. The dual-threat offense will be tough for 
the Gamecocks to stop.
Season Prediction:  Arkansas begins the season with one of the toughest sched-
ules, and it doesn’t get any easier as the year goes on. They should beat Missouri 
State, and they can probably beat Georgia, helped by the home crowd. Then the 
Razorbacks must play Alabama and Texas A&M back-to-back. Arkansas may fi nish 
with a .500 record, but because of their hard schedule, could still make a bowl game.
Coach’s Comment: “One thing Ryan [Mallett] can really do is throw the deep ball. 
If we can run the ball better and run the ball more consistently, it should open up 
our deep passing game and our ability to get the ball down the fi eld, something I’ve 
always loved to do and really believe in doing, because then you don’t have to call so 
many plays.” — Bobby Petrino
  
ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS
University of Arkansas (5-7, 2-6 2008)                                    Location: Fayetteville, AR
Coach: Bobby Petrino (5-7 at Ark, 46-16 overall )          Conference: Southeastern
Corbin Ensminger
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Arkansas’ running game looks to be the focus of the Razorback offense this season.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Cornerback Akeem Auguste defends a pass in last sea-
son’s game against Arkansas.
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Gator Offense: The Gators should have no issues staying on top of 
their game this season as long as quarterback Tim Tebow is in charge. 
The loss of wide receiver Percy Harvin raises some questions as to 
who will be there to catch Tebow’s passes, but there’s plenty of viable 
candidates who are eager to fi ll Harvin’s role. The most hyped candi-
date is wide receiver Riley Cooper, who recently reached a deal with 
the Texas Rangers to allow him to play with the Gators for his senior 
season before pursuing a baseball career. The Gators will be welcom-
ing a new offensive coordinator Steve Addazio this season, who previ-
ously worked under the last coordinator. 
Gator Defense: The Gator defense has a lot of hype going into the 
2009 season. Team captain Brandon Spikes returns at linebacker, com-
ing from All-American and All-SEC titles, Spikes has full intentions on 
bringing his team back to the National Championship. He showed his 
ability against the Gamecocks last year when he cashed in his second 
touchdown of the season on an interception off of former USC quarter-
back Chris Smelley. Spikes will be back with 21 out of 22 of his two-
deep defense. The talent on the defense is what really makes the Gator 
team the powerhouse it looks to be.
Why USC Will Win: Williams-Brice. It might just take a miracle for 
USC to make this upset a reality, however, the homefi eld 
will play to USC’s advantage. Carolina has only beaten 
Florida four times, all of which took place at home, which 
might give Carolina a slight advantage. UF will be coming 
off a home game against Vanderbilt, a game they should 
probably be heavily favored to win. If the Gators get com-
placent and forget the Gamecocks are another huge rival, 
USC might be able pull off a win. 
Why USC Won’t Win: Talent. Unless the Gators get lazy 
in the middle season and let some huge mistakes happen, 
the Gators are going to have no problem getting a win 
here. This team isn’t too different from the team it was last 
year when it crushed the Gamecocks by 50 in Gainesville. 
Even with a solid defense, Carolina has shown its inabil-
ity to compete against such a shoot out offense. Even 
if the Florida defense is half of what if was last season, 
the Gamecocks will still have a hard time getting around 
Spikes or anyone else on the defensive line.      
Season Prediction: Tim Tebow doesn’t make the same 
mistake twice. We saw this after his infamous promise 
speech after the Ole Miss upset last year. Florida’s got the 
ability and the schedule to go undefeated. If everything 
goes according to plan, the Gators will go undefeated and 
bring home yet another National Championship. 
Coach’s Comment: “Great things happen when you 
have an unselfi sh team. Last year’s was arguably the most 
unselfi sh I’ve been a part of.” — Urban Meyer
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
FLORIDA GATORS
University of Florida (13-1, 9-0 2008)                              Location: Gainesville, FL
Coach: Urban Meyer (44-9 at UF, 83-17 overall )             Conference: Southeastern
Morgan Henley
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Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Quarterback Tim Tebow breaks away from linebacker Eric Norwood.
Tiger Offense: With the loss of James Davis in the backfi eld, it will be up to return-
ing halfback CJ Spiller to retain the potency of Clemson’s running game. The big 
question mark in the Clemson offense this year is at the quarterback position. Com-
peting for the starting job will be redshirt sophomore Willy Korn (who took a few 
snaps in games last season, throwing for 216 yards and a touchdown) and redshirt 
freshman Kyle Parker. The offensive line will need to step up to protect whoever 
may be in the pocket as the team ranked 103rd in the nation in sacks allowed. 
Tiger Defense: Clemson’s defense last season was mediocre at best in getting 
pressure on the quarterback, as they averaged only a sack per game. This season 
does not look to be much different. The Tigers do bring back senior Kavell Conner 
(who recorded 125 tackles for last year’s squad) as well as cornerbacks Crezdon 
Butler and Chris Chancellor (who each had two interceptions last season). Those 
two will need to step up big for the Tigers, as CU’s secondary will be hard-pressed 
to replace impressive backs Michael Hamlin and Cris Clemons.
Why USC Will Win: They hate losing to Clemson. Only two times this decade has 
South Carolina beaten its in-state rival. Moe Brown and Eric Norwood will look to 
go out with a bang against a Clemson team they have only beaten once in their 
careers at USC. If Stephen 
Garcia can stay healthy 
and prove to himself and 
the fans that he deserves 
the starting job at quarterback, then South Carolina should have little trouble beat-
ing Clemson.  Lest fans forget the game is in Columbia this year, which is always a 
hostile place to play —especially if it’s Clemson. 
Why USC Won’t Win: Clemson always comes to play against USC. No matter 
what the situation is at the end of the season, Clemson always seems to be more 
prepared and intent on winning against South Carolina. If Dabo Swinney has every-
thing in motion and has a steady, reliable quarterback, then Clemson could sneak 
out of Williams-Brice with another win. 
Season Prediction: Dabo Swinney is in the situation to prove to the fans that 
his retaining of the coaching job in the off-season was not a mistake. However, 
if things go sour quickly, he could be feeling the pressure of people calling for 
his head. The Tigers have a much easier season opener than last year, taking on 
Middle Tennessee State at home, then heading down to Atlanta to play Georgia 
Tech  in what should be an early indicator of how the season will pan out. If the 
quarterback situation is not taken care of early in the season then the Tigers fall to 
the ranks of last year’s team, a mediocre 7-5 in the regular season and a bowl bid. 
Coach’s Comment: “My number one goal is to win the opening game. My num-
ber two goal is to win the division and the number three goal is to win the state 
championship.” –Dabo Swinney
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CLEMSON TIGERS
Clemson University (7-6, 4-4 2008)                              Location: Clemson, SC 
Coach: Dabo Swinney (4-3 at CU )        Conference: Atlantic Coast
Justin Wilson
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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South Carolina’s defensive line closes in on quarter-
back Cullen Harper in last year’s contest.
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Clemson running back C.J. Spiller runs for a touchdown 
in last season’s 31-14 victory over USC.
I’ll be perfectly honest, 
when it comes to being a 
“Negative Nellie,” I’m the 
worst of the bunch. Year by 
year, I generally fi nd myself 
predicting seasons of 5-7 
or 6-6. I’ve always taken 
the attitude that before I 
predict nine wins, I have 
to see nine wins. And when 
has Carolina ever shown 
us that? Once, twice, three 
times maybe? 
The history 
books  don’t 
l ie ,  and the 
f a c t  o f  the 
m a t t e r  i s 
C a r o l i n a 
football is just 
not that good. 
Now I know 
what  you’re 
thinking, I’m 
just  another columnist 
bashing the Gamecocks 
into the obl ivion that 
they seem to already be 
entwined with. But hold 
your horses, the bashing 
hasn’t commenced just yet.
To be quite frank, I’m 
actually excited about this 
year’s squad. Do I think 
they’ll  win nine or 10 
games? No, but I think 
they’ll be a great team to 
watch. What seems to be 
different about this year’s 
e d i t i o n  o f  G a m e c o c k 
football is the attitudes of 
head coach Steve Spurrier’s 
newest bunch of kids. 
When you speak with 
kids l ike running back 
Jarvis Giles, wide receiver 
Tori Gurley and veteran 
leader Moe Brown, you 
can’t help but pull for 
these students of the game 
on the gridiron. Living in 
Columbia my entire life, 
I’ve seen my fair share of 
careless players who bring 
their nonchalant attitudes 
i n t o  W i l l i a m s - B r i c e 
Stadium every Saturday.
When the  f ans  l e f t 
bitter and disappointed, 
the players  seemed to 
leave carefree and thrilled 
to be out of their pads. 
That won’t be the case 
this season. With a fresh 
infusion of knowledgeable 
coaches this past offseason 
coupled with a jolt  of 
passionate and talented 
athletes, this columnist is 
looking for big things in 
the years to come in the 
Cockpit.
Let ’s  face  facts ,  the 
odds of Carolina putting 
together an out-of-this-
world season are slim at 
best, as the Gamecocks 
will field a team full of 
youngsters pitted against 
arguably  the  toughest 
schedule in the country. But 
believe me when I say no 
one should be disappointed 
with whatever outcome 
awaits Gamecock football 
this season,because the best 
is yet to come.
Trust me, I’ve heard 
it all. All Gamecock fans 
have. “Wait ‘til next year, 
that’s all you coots say,” 
cries the toothless Clemson 
fans. Sure, make fun of 
us now- you guys have 
certainly earned that right. 
But don’t be surprised when 
these baby-faced freshmen 
in 2009 are clobbering your 
faces in within the next two 
seasons.
I haven’t given up hope 
on Spurrier and neither 
should you. Have we gotten 
what we expected from 
the head ball coach when 
he arrived in November 
2004? Probably not. But 
does he still have that grit 
and desire to win that he 
certainly possessed back 
then? Without a doubt. 
Thoese  new p layers 
have that fearless, proud, 
never say die attitude, too. 
They’ll show it to you this 
fall. And in the years to 
come, they’ll prove it in the 
win column as well.
Gamecocks have opportunity 
to rewrite mediocre history
Freshmen recruits 
invoke life into 
stagnant program
Chris Cox
Fourth-year 
print journalism 
student
I’ll be frank; I don’t really 
know where this season 
o f  Caro l ina 
f o o t b a l l  i s 
g o i n g .  T h e 
case that has 
b e e n  m a d e 
i n s i d e  t h e 
pages of this 
tab lo id  –  a 
7 - 5  s e a s o n 
and a trip to 
Nashville for 
the Music City 
Bowl – is the soundest, but 
I can just as easily see a 9-3 
campaign, as well as a 3-9 
one. 
However, no matter what 
the win and loss shakedown 
ends up being, one thing 
is guaranteed: the culture 
around the  Gamecock 
football program has taken 
a dramatic turn for the 
better ever since the debacle 
that was New Year’s Day in 
Tampa Bay, Fla. 
Last year, gloom and 
doom reigned supreme for 
the entire fall. Even when 
USC won, it was ugly. A 
win’s a win, but beating 
woeful UAB at home by only 
13 points and events of that 
nature wear on the psyche 
over time. 
That being said, I think it 
all changes this year. There’s 
a defi nite swagger around the 
team, from the top down. 
Coach Steve Spurrier 
spent much of last season 
frustrated, stuck on an 
endless quarterback carousel 
with the voices of fans and 
media whispering he had lost 
his touch. I can safely tell you 
in the handful of days I have 
been at practice this summer, 
it has become apparent that 
the fi re’s still in his belly. You 
can tell that the guy in front 
of you is the guy who coined 
“Free Shoes University,” 
the guy who tortured the 
University of Tennessee so 
much about its proclivity for 
Citrus Bowl appearances, the 
guy who ran up the score in 
an NFL preseason game. 
The swagger also comes 
from the new coaches who 
have breathed fresh air into 
their respective positions, 
especially quarterback and 
offensive line. With G.A. 
Mangus working with him, 
Stephen Garcia has matured 
from a guy taking snaps to a 
fi eld general, standing strong 
in the pocket, making good 
decisions, and scrambling 
only when necessary. New 
offensive line coach Eric 
Wolford has taken what was 
weakness No. 1 in 2008 and 
improved it drastically. The 
linemen would run through a 
wall for their new coach, and 
it has shown in scrimmages, 
where quarterbacks have had 
time to throw and runners 
lanes to sprint through. 
You also can’t discount the 
effects that recruiting has had 
on the program. Before they 
even take one meaningful 
snap, this freshman class may 
be one of the more important 
ones in program history.
In  today ’s  wor ld  of 
recruiting, when guys can be 
swayed to sign with a school 
because they were given a 
sweatshirt, shown a cool 
power point presentation, or 
sawn Ed Orgeron run around 
without his shirt on, keeping 
guys like Stephon Gilmore 
 committed and getting stars 
like Alshon Jeffery to tell 
Pete Carroll “no” and stay 
in-state  shows that there 
is hope for a championship 
future in Columbia. 
They play the games for 
the season, and we will soon 
enough know how good, or 
bad, the 2009 edition of the 
Gamecocks are. One thing 
is clear already though; 
Carolina football has carried 
itself this offseason and 
preseason like a team that 
not only wants to win, but 
can win. 
James 
Kratch
Second-year 
English student
Refreshing oﬀ season gives 
Carolina hope for 2009
Recruiting class, 
coaching hires 
reenergize USC
Gamecock Defense: When Eric Norwood decided to return to school and renege on his 
declaration for the NFL Draft in the aftermath of the Outback Bowl, Gamecock Nation re-
joiced, and the defense got its MVP back.  
Carolina will need a big season out of Norwood, as stability in their second and third levels 
may be at a premium. Much of the linebacking corps is uncertain outside of Norwood, and 
the secondary is a huge question mark, the cornerbacks in particular. It is all but assured that 
freshman Stephon Gilmore will start at one of the corner spots, and the other starter will likely 
be either unproven sophomore Akeem Auguste or embattled classmate C.C. Whitlock, who 
will be suspended for at least one game after his now-infamous offseason. The safety play 
of junior Chris Culliver and senior Darian Stewart should be solid, but the cornerback posi-
tion could be a major issue, especially with a schedule that has USC facing several pass-fi rst 
teams and likely Heisman Trophy fi nalists in Jevan Snead and Tim Tebow.  
The defensive line should be the strong point of the defense, and they will need to play well 
to free up space for the defensive backs and linebackers. Junior tackle Ladi Ajiboye will be 
suspended, but position coach Brad Lawing has enough talent to weather that storm. Senior 
Nathan Pepper is poised for a big senior season, sophomore Melvin Ingram can make plays 
and the defensive ends should be in the opponent’s backfi eld most of the time as junior Cliff 
Matthews will be joined by promising freshmen Aldrick Fordham  and Chaz Sutton .  
Norwood came back to be the leader of the defense, and that’s what he will have to be if 
USC is to come anywhere close to the success the unit had a year ago.  
Gamecock Special Teams: Often in college football, one season’s strength becomes the 
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Gamecock Offense: As Stephen Garcia goes, so do the Game-
cocks. With the graduation of Kenny McKinley and the transfer of Chris 
Smelley, the unit undeniably belongs to the Tampa Bay native that has 
captured the fascination and imagination of Carolina fans ever since he 
fi rst set foot on campus.  
However, not much is certain behind Garcia. New offensive line coach 
Eric Wolford  has gone to great lengths to transform the much-maligned 
unit of a year ago, but it remains to be seen if he can succeed right off 
the bat with the same players that John Hunt struggled with last fall. The 
line will also dictate the running game’s success. Hopes are high that 
last year’s non-existent ground attack will be a thing of the past, but the 
somewhat concerning fact is that freshmen Kenny Miles , Jarvis Giles 
and Bryce Sherman and junior Brian Maddox , who played sparingly in 
2008, are the likely top four backs.
There’s a bit more experience at wide receiver, as senior Moe Brown , 
junior Dion LeCorn and sophomore Jason Barnes on paper should be 
the featured wideouts, but any injury and/or lack of productivity is going 
to force freshmen Tori Gurley or Alshon Jeffery to take a major role in the 
complex passing system.  
In the end though, it all comes back to Garcia. This offense has been 
built around him, and he will be largely responsible for its fate, whatever 
that may be.  
SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAMECOCKS
University of South Carolina (7-6, 4-4 2008)                               Location: Columbia, SC
Coach: Steve Spurrier (28-22 at USC , 170-62-2 overall)        Conference: Southeastern
James Kratch
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Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior linebacker Eric Norwood smiles for the camera during Caro-
lina’s 2009 contest against Tennessee.
SOUTH CAROLINA ● 27
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore quarterback Stephen Garcia during 
last season’s Outback Bowl against Iowa.
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next season’s weakness. With Ryan Succop now a mem-
ber of the Kansas City Chiefs, what was a strong point 
for USC — the kicking game — is now a great unknown.  
Junior punter Spencer Lanning is poised to take Suc-
cop’s place. . 
Lanning won a scholarship after a stellar 2008 punt-
ing the ball, but he isn’t a sure thing. Many teams prefer 
to not have the same man both punt and kick, and it 
remains to be seen if Lanning could kick with the same 
success in front of 80,000 screaming fans on a weekly 
basis as he does at the Proving Grounds during practice. 
Beyond the kicking game, not much should change as 
Carolina should have more of the solid but unspectacular 
return teams they fi elded in 2008.  
Season Outlook: There’s a lot of optimism in Co-
lumbia right now with all the new coaches and young 
athletes entering the program. The optimism may some-
day translate into unprecedented accomplishments for 
Gamecock football, but 2009 is not the time.  
The Gamecocks will qualify for the postseason, and 
they will beat Clemson on the Saturday after Thanksgiv-
ing at Williams-Brice Stadium. However, the road will be 
a little painful at times. Florida, Alabama, Ole Miss and 
Georgia are still going to be putting better football teams 
on the fi eld, and Tennessee will be much improved. Make 
no mistake about it, USC will get roughed up on several 
occasions this fall.  
However, if Carolina can start on the right foot tonight 
in Raleigh, and win the games they’re supposed to win, a 
7-5 fi nish and a trip to the Music City Bowl will be in the 
books.  
Coach’s Comment: “What was the most encourag-
ing part of [last season] is that after the bowl game, we 
did not lose any committed players. They all came. They 
all stuck with us. We actually picked up a few more. So 
it was a sign, the high school players, some of the top 
athletes, still believe that South Carolina can win, and win 
big.” 
SOUTH CAROLINA ● Continued from 25
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior safety Darian Stewart has become a leader of 
Carolina’s 2009 defensive unit.
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC’s running game should be drastically improved from last season’s performance.
Be sure 
to  
Check 
out the 
2009 
Men’s 
basketball 
preview 
coming 
Monday 
Nov 9!
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The Daily Gamecock’s 2009 Season Predictions
N.C. State (7-5, 4-4)
S.C. State (9-2, 8-0)
Tennessee (8-4, 4-4)
Kentucky (6-6, 2-6)
Arkansas (6-6, 3-5)
Alabama (10-2, 7-1)
Florida (12-0, 8-0)
Vanderbilt (4-8, 1-7)
Clemson (8-4, 5-3)
Georgia (8-4, 5-3) FAU (8-4, 6-2) Mississippi (9-3, 5-3)
South Carolina L
Murray State W
Gardner-Webb W
Pittsburgh W
@ Wake Forest W
Duke W
@ Boston College L
@ Florida State L
Maryland W
Clemson L
@ Virginia Tech L
North Carolina W
Grambling State L
@ Bethune Cookman W
Winston-Salem State W
@ South Carolina L
@ Norfolk State W
Florida A&M W
@ Hampton W
Delaware State W
@ Howard W
Morgan State W
NC A&T State W
Western Kentucky W
UCLA W
@ Florida L
Ohio W
Auburn W
Georgia L
@ Alabama L
South Carolina L
Memphis W
@ Ole Miss W
Vanderbilt W
@ Kentucky W  
VT (Georgia Dome) L 
Florida International W 
North Texas W 
Arkansas W 
@ Kentucky W 
@ Ole Miss W 
South Carolina W 
Tennessee W 
LSU L 
@ Mississippi State W 
Chattanooga W 
@ Auburn W
Charleston Southern W
Troy W
Tennessee W
@ Kentucky W
@ LSU W
Arkansas W
@ Mississippi State W
vs Georgia W
Vanderbilt W
@ South Carolina W
Florida International W
Florida State W 
Western Michigan - W
@LSU - L 
Mississippi State - W
@Rice – W
Mississippi - L
@Army – W
Georgia - L
@South Carolina - L
Georgia Tech – L
@Florida – L
Kentucky - L
@Tennessee - L 
Middle Tennessee State W
@ Georgia Tech L
Boston College W
TCU W
@ Maryland L
Wake Forest W
@Miami W
Coastal Carolina W
Florida State L
@ North Carolina State W
Virginia W
@ South Carolina L
@ Miami (OH) W
Louisville W
Florida L
Alabama L
@ South Carolina L
@ Auburn L
Louisiana-Monroe W
Mississippi State W
Eastern Kentucky W
@ Vanderbilt W
@ Georgia L
Tennessee L 
Missouri State W
Georgia W
@Alabama L
@Texas A&M L
Auburn L
@Florida L
@Ole Miss L
Eastern Michigan W
South Carolina W
Troy W
Mississippi State W
@LSU L 
@ Oklahoma State L 
South Carolina W 
@ Arkansas L 
Arizona State W 
LSU L 
@ Tennessee W 
@ Vanderbilt W 
@ Florida L 
Tennessee Tech W 
Auburn W 
Kentucky W 
@ Georgia Tech W
@ Memphis W
Southeastern Louisiana W
@ South Carolina W
@ Vanderbilt W
Alabama L
UAB W
Arkansas W
@ Auburn W
Northern Arizona W
Tennessee L
LSU L
@ Mississippi State W
@ Nebraska L
@ South Carolina L
UL Monroe W
Wyoming W
@ North Texas W
@ Louisiana-Lafayette W
MTSU L
@ UAB W
Arkansas State W
@ Troy L
Western Kentucky W
@ Florida International W
later. 
Charlie Weis’ crew should 
be favored in 10 of 12 games 
and they likely could lose to 
USC, Pittsburgh, or both 
and still be in line for a BCS 
berth. In other words, prepare 
yourself for the potential of 
more “Return to Glory” tees 
this autumn. 
T h e  T h r o w b a c k s : 
Georgia Tech and Navy 
In today’s era of spread 
o f f e n s e s  a n d  s h o t g u n 
quarterbacks, the triple 
option is a forgotten art, 
unless you’re in Atlanta 
or Annapolis.  Georgia 
Tech ended last year in a 
disappointing fashion with a 
Chick-fil-A Bowl thumping 
at the hands of LSU, but it 
should be improved in 2009 
and serious players in the 
ACC title race, considering 
it won nine games in 2008 
without coach Paul Johnson 
recruiting any players to run 
his option offense. 
Up north, Johnson’s old 
team, Navy, is still thriving 
running the option as well. 
The Midshipmen have 
already signed a contract 
with the Texas Bowl, pending 
them being bowl eligible this 
Jan., but it isn’t out of the 
question that Navy arrives 
in the Lone Star State with 
nine or 10 wins. Quarterback 
Ricky Dobbs is a dynamic 
athlete that can pass and 
throw, the defense competes 
week in and week out, and 
head coach Ken Niumatalolo 
 has proven time and time 
again he can get his team up 
to play national powers. 
The Dark Horse: Penn State 
Big XII and SEC national title hopefuls 
take note– one loss may not get you a chance 
to play for the crystal football this year. The 
defending Big Ten champion Nittany Lions 
are a serious threat to run the table and knock 
one of the power players from the top two 
conferences out of the national title picture. 
With a relatively easy non-conference 
schedule and a conference slate that has its 
most diffi cult games in the friendly confi nes of 
Beaver Stadium, PSU should be 9-0 heading 
into its clash with Ohio State on November 
7th in Happy Valley. If linebacker Josh Hull , 
quarterback Darryl Clarke and the rest of the 
Lions can take down the Buckeyes, 82-year-
old Joe Paterno could fi nd himself in Pasadena 
for the second straight year, only this time 
playing for college football’s biggest prize. 
Cinderella Watch: Central Michigan
Heard of Dan LeFevour? You’re about to. 
The senior quarterback has thrown for close 
to 10,000 yards in his career, is one of only 
two players in the history of the FBS to throw 
for 3,000 yards and rush for 1,000 in the same 
season , one of only three men to throw for 20 
touchdowns and score 20 other and he leads 
all active players with 11,702 total yards.  
       In other words, LeFevour is the reason 
why Central Michigan and its explosive spread 
offense have hopes to crash the BCS party. If 
the Chippewas can pull off two road upsets 
against Arizona and in-state rival Michigan 
State to start the season, CMU could find 
themselves in their third MAC championship 
game in four years, and sixty minutes from 
history. 
Searching for Glory: Notre Dame
It’s been 21 years since Notre Dame won a 
national championship, and a while since the 
Golden Domers have been a true contender. 
That streak should be extended to 22 years 
this season, but with one of the easiest 
schedules in school history, the Irish could 
end up waking the echoes sooner rather than 
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Northern teams join throwback 
option squads hoping to surprise
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Breaking down the national college football scene
Joe Raymond / The Associated Press
Notre Dame seems set to fi nd its way back into the na-
tional spotlight this season.
Rob Carr / The Associated Press
Navy’s option offense will 
surprise might ‘09.
Comments on this 
story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mail-
box.sc.edu
Colt McCoy 
Quarterback, Texas 
McCoy has to be the greatest 
third place fi nisher in Heisman history. If 
you look at his 2008 stats – 3,859 yards, 
34 touchdowns, 12-1 record and a ten-
point victory over his archrival Oklahoma 
– it’s almost mind-numbing to think he 
was the clear third guy on the ballot. 
McCoy will get his this fall, though. 
Texas still has a better team than the rival 
Sooners, and McCoy will take on more 
of the load in the Longhorn system as a 
senior. It will be tough to better whatever 
Tim Terrifi c will pull out, but if anyone 
can reach the Gator, it’s McCoy. 
Sam Bradford 
Quarterback, Oklahoma 
Bradford is vying to join Archie Griffi n as 
a two-time Heisman winner, but his road will be much 
harder to hoe. Unlike Tebow, the Sooner offensive line 
and defense is losing 
a lot of talent from 
2008 and is very 
unproven; frankly, 
the Longhorns beat 
OU last year and 
there’s no reason to 
think why they won’t 
do it again. Bradford 
will likely be the 
best NFL prospect 
of the three, but he 
may have to play 
third fi ddle to McCoy 
and Tebow this fall, 
both in the Heisman 
voting and when it 
comes to the National 
Championship game.
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Tim 
Tebow
Quarterback, 
Florida 
Te b o w  s h o u l d 
b e  g o i n g  f o r  a n 
unprecedented third 
straight Heisman this 
year, but that’s another 
story for another day. 
No Heisman watch can 
be considered legitimate 
without the Florida 
signal caller directly 
atop of it. 
No other player in 
the nation has a better 
situation. The Gators 
have the most talented 
offense and defense in 
the nation by leaps and bounds, and a stellar offensive line 
will protect Tebow all year long. Throw in his passion and 
the desire to fulfi ll the last goal of his career – to lead the 
fi rst undefeated team in Florida history – it’s going to take 
an awful lot to prevent Tebow from winning the award and 
cementing his legacy as the greatest player in the history of 
the collegiate game. 
Returning winners vie for Heisman trophy
Bradford, Tebow highlight impressive list of contenders
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
1. 3.
2.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Harry Cabluck / The Associated Press
Senior Colt McCoy looks to lead his 
team to a national title in his fi nal year.
THE DARK HORSE
Phil Sandlin / The Associated Press
Senior Tim Tebow looks to 
grab his second Heisman.
THE FA
VORITE
Sue Ogrocki / The Associated Press
Sam Bradford hopes to defend 
his 2008 Heisman Trophy.
THE INCUMBENT

